
Giver or Taker? 

October 22, 2017 
29 Sunday Year A 
 
This is probably one of the most recognizable one liners of Jesus, “Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar 
and give to God what belongs to God.”  The word that stood out to me was the word, “give.”  Give to 
Caesar, give to God.  It got me reflecting, am I a “giver,” or a “taker”? 
 
Let’s begin with God.  Do I only approach God only when I need something?  God does want us to bring 
our needs to him.  The bible says, “Cast your cares on Him because he cares for you.”  How deep would 
a friendship be though if the only time I went to that friend was to ask for something?  If the only time 
we went to a friend was to ask something he or she would probably tire of us!  Thank goodness, God 
never tires of us. 
 
Fr. Mike Schmitz is a popular youth speaker and he said that so often we approach prayer seeking 
something for ourselves rather than seeking a relationship.  God wants our friendship, our love, our time 
. . .   
 
What about our approach to Mass?  I’ve heard people say, “I just don’t get anything out of it!”  Our 
tendency is to focus on “what am I going to get out of this.”  We do receive a lot here – Jesus gives us his 
very life in the Eucharist.  But we are also called to give here at Mass.  We give our worship, our thanks, 
our praise.  In fact, we are called to offer our lives. 
 
Jesus tells us, “give to God what belongs to God?”  What belongs to God?  Everything in the end belongs 
to God because God created the universe.  But in a particular way, we belong to God. 
 
In the Roman empire something stamped with Caesar’s image belong to Caesar.  In a similar way, what 
is stamped with the Imago Dei, the “Divine Image,” belongs to God.  Each human being is stamped with 
God’s image.  We are made in God’s image and likeness.  We belong to God. 
 
At daily Mass we are starting to read the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans and at the beginning of 
Romans, St. Paul makes this radical statement.  He says, “I am a slave of Christ Jesus.”  St. Paul is saying I 
have given over everything to Christ Jesus and now I am his slave.  I belong to Jesus!  I have surrendered 
my freedom to him!   
 
Our first reaction to hearing this might be fear!  This sounds scary.  The image of slavery has a lot of 
negative connotations.  We think of a slave as someone used, abused, and robbed of their dignity and 
freedom.  This is not the spiritual slavery Paul is talking about. 
 
Jesus is the absolute best master you could ask for because he always wills our good.  He wants what’s 
best for us!  He respects our freedom.  And paradoxically, it’s when we surrender our freedom to him 
that we become truly free. 
 



How do I give myself to God?  How do live the truth that I belong to Christ Jesus?  A few practical 
suggestions:  each day begin with a morning offering.  “Lord, I give my day to you.”  “I offer you my life 
today - do with me what you will.”  Then throughout the day, strive to give yourself over to the direction 
of the Holy Spirit.  I love how Mother Teresa used to say, “I am a pencil in the hand of God.”  God, I’m 
your instrument, guide me as you will.   

How do I give myself over to the Holy Spirit?  Pray before you do things:  Holy Spirit, I’m heading to this 
dinner, guide me to the people you want me to sit by.  Help me to be a light and witness to the people I 
encounter.  Lord, I’m heading to the grocery store, guide my encounters.  Help me to smile and exude 
joy to the people I’ll meet.  Holy Spirit, I’m heading to visit someone in the hospital, use me as a beacon 
of hope to this person that’s sick. 

We belong to God, let’s be generous in giving ourselves over to God each day!  Your will be done! 

Jesus also says, “Give to Caesar, what belongs to Caesar.”  Again, we can ask the question, in my 
relationship with government, society, neighbors, family, parish am I primarily a giver or a taker?   

So often we can focus on:  What am I going to get?  What’s coming to me?  What am I owed?  What are 
my rights?  The government does have a duty to protect our fundamental rights:  life, liberty, . . . the 
right to work, our freedom of religion, but remember JFK’s famous speech, “Ask not what your country 
can do for you, but ask what you can do for your country.” 
 
Every right has a corresponding duty.  We are all called to use our gifts, our time, talents, and treasure 
to promote the common good and to make the world a better place! 
 
This concept of giving of ourselves certainly applies to marriage and family life.  A marriage therapist 
said you would be surprised how many times she’s heard spouse say, “I’m not longer getting my needs 
met by this relationship.”  It’s so easy to focus on myself and what I’m getting out of a relationship 
instead of what I’m giving.  Yes, we do receive a lot from our family members but we are also called to 
give! 
 
Finally, think of our approach to our parish family.  Our parish is here to provide for the spiritual needs 
of the people, but we also have to ask, “How am I going to give myself for the building up of the Body of 
Christ?”  How am I going to use my gifts to serve my brothers and sisters?   
 
What’s the good news in all this?  St. Francis of Assisi says, “It is in giving that we receive.”  One of my 
favorite images of self-gift and love comes from the Holy Land.  In the Holy Land there are two primary 
bodies of water:  the Sea of Galilee which is teaming with life and fish and the Dead Sea, which has no 
life in it.  What’s the difference between these two bodies of water?  The Sea of Galilee has an outlet.  It 
flows out into the Jordan River.  In a sense it loses itself, it gives of itself.  But the Dead Sea has no outlet, 
it receives the waters of the Jordan but has no outlet.  This is a good reminder:  If I go through life just 
taking for myself, I end up dead inside.  If we want to be teaming with life and joy, we must lose 
ourselves in love for others. 
 
Ultimately, the life of Jesus is the perfect example of one who gave his life for others.  Jesus gave 
everything for you and me.  He gave his entire life on the cross.  We are called to follow this example of 
self-give.  Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and give to God what belongs to God. 


