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Over the past few months, we have been working on a pastoral plan for the parish.  We’ve done 

this in collaboration with a group called Casting Nets who did our parish mission this past Lent 

and a focus group of parishioners.  We received a lot of good feedback through the process from 

listening sessions and a parish wide survey.  This helped us identify 3 super-priorities for the 

parish: (1) Deepening spirituality (2) Evangelization, and (3) Strengthen Marriage and Family 

life. 

 

The first priority is Deepening Spirituality. In an interview in 1975, Mother Teresa said, “You, in 

the West, have millions of people who suffer such terrible loneliness and emptiness.  They feel 

unloved and unwanted.  These people are not hungry in the physical sense, but they are in 

another way.  They know they need something more than money, yet they don't know what it is.  

What they are missing, really, is a living relationship with God.”  (Interview with Dan Wooding) 

Mother Teresa’s words still ring true today.  She would say, we Americans are materially rich 

but spiritually poor.  We need to deepen our spirituality.  In fact, Pope John Paul wrote an 

apostolic letter for the new millennium and he titled it, “Put out into the deep.” 

 

The first step of deepening our spirituality is to reclaim Sunday as the Lord’s Day.  I was talking 

to Deacon Dana Nearmyer in the youth office and we were discussing how families today are 

pulled in so many directions with club sports and dance and music competitions – traveling on 

the weekends all over the United States – and Deacon Dana said, “We have to help parents take 

back control of their lives.”  If something is interfering with our ability to go to Sunday Mass, we 

have to say, “No!”  We have to reclaim Sunday for the Lord. 

 

We are kicking off our annual stewardship of time, talent, and treasure renewal this week.  Start 

with stewardship of time and how yourself, how am I going to deepen my spirituality?  In 

addition to Mass, please commit to daily prayer.  If we want a living and life-giving relationship 

with God, we have to make time for God.  Developing a friendship takes time.  Can you imagine 

if you said to your best friend, “Hey, I’ll give you an hour once a week but no more!”  Your 

friendship wouldn’t go very deep.  I’ve mentioned many times about taking 20 minutes a day for 

daily meditation. 

 

Our second super-priority is evangelization.  What does this mean?  Simply put, evangelization 

is about sharing the Good News of our faith.  Archbishop Naumann has said numerous times, 

“It’s not enough to keep the faith, we have to share the faith.” 

 

If we are going to share our faith, we have to know our story.  I was teaching the school kids 

how to tell the gospel using your hand.  The pinky is our weakest finger.  It reminds us that we 

are all weak broken because of original sin.  This is the first step of the Christian story:  to 



acknowledge I’m a sinner.  If  I want to accept Jesus as my Savior, I have to first acknowledge, 

“I’m a sinner and need to be saved!”  The next finger is commonly called the ring finger.  This 

reminds us of the Good News that God wants to wed his people.  In fact, the bookends of the 

bible are about marriage.  The bible begins with marriage:  the marriage of Adam & Eve and the 

bible ends with marriage:  the wedding feast of the Lamb where Christ, the New Adam, weds his 

bride the Church.  This is the image of the gospel today:  heaven is presented as a wedding feast.  

The middle finger, our tallest finger reminds us that Jesus was lifted up on the cross for our 

salvation.  It also reminds us that he is risen from the dead.  The death and resurrection of Jesus 

is central mystery of our faith.  Now, Jesus wants our response.  The index finger is used to point 

or beckon.  Jesus is inviting us, “Come follow me.”  And our thumb reminds us that following 

Christ involves making choices in our lives (thumbs down or thumbs up!)  We have to say no to 

sin and hatred and selfishness (thumbs down) and yes (thumbs up) to Christ and love and virtue! 

 

There are so many ways to grow in our faith and share our faith here at St. Michaels.  Consider 

going on a Christ Renews His Parish retreat or pray about joining the Vine which is a 6-week 

small group faith sharing experience that is hosted in parishioner’s homes.  It’s about growing in 

friendship with God and friendship with each other. 

 

The last super-priority is strengthening marriage and family.  Dr. Greg and Lisa Popcak who’ve 

written lots of books on marriage and family emphasize the importance of family rituals.  We 

need to make time as families to work together, to play together and to pray together. 

 

Lisa shared that at her grandma’s funeral the family was discussing, “What was the source of 

grandma’s holiness?”  Someone piped up, “I think it was the French toast!”  All the positive 

memories of grandma’s French toast came flooding back:  Grandma always let the grandchildren 

help make the French toast and they would work together and talk and they prayed together.  

This is family ritual. 

 

The Popcak’s said studies show that children will most often grow up keeping the faith if faith is 

a warm experience in the home:  making French toast together.  I remember as a child going to 

Sunday Mass together and coming home and cooking a big breakfast together.  Sunday morning 

was always bacon and eggs and fried potatoes – a warm experience of faith and family life – 

going to mass together, eating together.   

 

I’m grateful for the many ways that parishioners share their talents with our parish, but this year, 

in a particular way, focus on the family.  Being a good steward isn’t just about signing up for lots 

of things at church.  It’s about living our vocation well.  If your vocation is marriage and family, 

commit to family meals, take time to play cards or a board game together.  Work together.  I 

remember growing up Saturday morning was our “work” day.  I think my dad delighted in 

waking us kids up to work on Saturday mornings.  Work together, play together and pray 

together. 

 

Finally, pray about your financial gift to God.  We ask our parishioner to tithe which means 

giving 10% to God.  We suggest a 5% gift of your income to the parish, 4% to charities of your 

own choosing and 1% to the Archbishop’s annual Call to Share.  Thank you for your generosity.  

I want to share with you some financial figures that demonstrate the generosity of our 



parishioners.  This past summer we had that visiting priest give a mission appeal for Jamaica.  

We collected over $76,000 for Jamaica.  Our Honduras collection this year was the biggest ever 

at just over $67,000 for the girl’s orphanage and nursing home in Honduras.  We collected a little 

over $31,000 for hurricane relief and we reached our goal to complete the school kitchen.  We 

are hoping the kitchen will be open by the end of the month.  Thank you as well for your support 

of our parish.  We need your help of course to fund all our ministries, our school, our religious 

education program, to maintain our beautiful buildings. 

 

As you fill out your stewardship renewal this year, reflect on these 3 super-priorities:  how am I 

going to deepen my spiritual life, participate in the church’s mission of evangelization, and how 

am I going to strengthen my family life?  And if you are married, how am I going to strengthen 

my marriage?  Thank you for your generosity! 


