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Two things in life that are important to know: where you come from and where you’re 

going.  We need to know our history, our story, that gives us our identity.  And then we 

need to know where we are going.  That gives us our mission and purpose.  There are a 

lot of people lost today because they don’t know their purpose.  They don’t know where 

they’re going. 

 

I want to go through a little bible history this morning as background to our first reading.  

Around 587 BC, the Babylonians sacked Jerusalem and carried the Jews into exile to 

Babylon.  It was there that they spent decades in exile.  The Jews were cut off from their 

rituals, from their home and they forgot who they were.  They began to adapt to the ways 

of Babylonian culture.  Then around 537 BC, Cyrus, the King of Persia defeated the 

Babylonians and allowed the Jews to return to Jerusalem.  When they got home, they 

found Jerusalem in ruins.  The temple was wrecked, but we hear in the first reading that 

the priest Ezra found a scroll of the law and with zeal he ascended a high platform and 

read the Word of God for hours.  The people had two reactions.  They were overjoyed 

that law had been rediscovered.  They cried out “Amen, Amen!”.  But they also wept.  

They wept tears of repentance because they realized how far they had strayed from the 

law.  They were rediscovering their identity. 

 

Bishop Robert Barron proposed this question:  have many of us drifted into a kind of 

Babylonian exile, adapting the customs of our secular culture to the point that we have 

forgotten who we are?  We’re losing our Christian identity.  Unfortunately, what’s 

shaping our opinions and identity today? -TV, movies, popular music, and the secular 

media. 

 

Like the Jews that rediscovered the law, we have to rediscover the treasures of our faith.  

We need to know our Christian story.  I want to talk this morning about four ways we can 

rediscover our faith and re-claim our Christian identity. 

 

First, make the Word of God part of your life.  The Jews were overjoyed to find the Word 

of God.  There’s probably no time in history that we have such easy access to the Word 

of God, but do we read it?  Rediscover God’s word in your life.  Have a plan to read and 

study the bible.  Consider joining the Vine.  That’s our small group discipleship.  We will 

be kicking off new groups of the Vine this spring.  People gather in parishioners’ homes 

to come to know our story.  They go through the story of salvation in the bible.  The 

motto of the Vine is “friendship with Christ and friendship with others”.  We heard in the 

second reading today that God calls his people together to be one body.  We each have 

been given unique gifts and the Good News is we’re not on for everything!  We can rely 

on the gifts of our brothers and sisters. 



Second, re-claim your faith by living a sacramental life.  We can’t grow in our spiritual 

lives if we are not living our lives in Communion with Jesus.  Keeping Holy the Lord’s 

Day has to take pride of place in our lives.  Also, make a regular practice of confession.   

 

The word that struck me today in the gospel was “Today.”  Today this scripture is 

fulfilled in your hearing.  Today God is still speaking to us through his word.  Today, 

Jesus is still liberating captives and freeing the oppressed in confession.  Every time we 

go to confession, we who are oppressed by sin are liberated! 

 

Third, re-discover your faith by setting goals for your prayer life.  If we’re going to grow 

in anything, we have to have a plan!  Have a plan for your prayer life.  Begin your day 

with a morning offering asking God to bless your day.  Commit to 20 minutes a day for 

daily meditation.  Actually, schedule an appointment with God.  Begin by spending 20 

minutes with the gospel for the daily Mass.  Pray the rosary on the way to work or school 

and then make time for a daily examine to give God thanks for the blessing of your day 

and to ask God forgiveness for any sins of the day. 

 

Finally, once we rediscover our faith and come to know it better when we share it with 

others.  Most importantly, we have to hand our faith to our children.  Next to our home 

life, the best way we hand on our faith to our children is through our Catholic schools.  

This weekend we are kicking off Catholic Schools week. 

 

Again, it’s good that we know our history.  One reason Catholic schools were formed in 

the United States was because Catholic immigrants were confronted with anti-Catholic 

sentiment in our country.  And, parents wanted to make sure that the faith was passed on 

to our children. 

 

In the twentieth century as Catholicism has become more mainstream, and so we can 

question, do we really need Catholic Schools anymore?  I would argue that now more 

than ever we need our Catholic Schools.  Christianity in general is increasingly under-

attack in our secular culture.  It’s in our Catholic schools that we can present the truth of 

God’s existence in an increasingly atheistic culture.  We can teach our children about the 

truth of God’s existence and present logical arguments and proofs for God’s existence.  It 

actually takes greater faith to believe that creation is a result of random chance!  We can 

teach our children about the sanctity of life in a culture of death.  We can teach the truth 

that life begins at conception and that each life has an inherent dignity based on our very 

being – not based on our accomplishments.  With pre-natal testing, we are living in a 

society that increasingly sees no problem eliminating children with disabilities.  We 

heard in the second reading today that it’s actually the weakest members of the body that 

are most important.  And we can teach our children the beauty of God’s design for 

marriage between a man and a woman.  Who would have thought that such basic truths 

would be so counter-cultural?   

 

There are reasons people choose public schools – I myself graduated from Blue Valley.  

Maybe transportation is an issue, or perhaps the particular needs of a child can better be 

met by the resources available in our public school.  Sometimes, people mention finances 



as an obstacle to Catholic education.  That’s one obstacle that we’ve tried to remove.  We 

are blessed to be one of three parishes in the KC metro that is a tithing parish which 

means we don’t have tuition at our Catholic school but fund our school and all of our 

ministries through our Sunday offertory.  Finances should not be an impediment to 

coming to our parish school.   

 

It’s important to know where we come from and where we are going.  That’s why we 

have Catholic Schools.  We can teach our children our Christian story and we instill in 

them a mission:  to become saints – to get to heaven! 

 

I’m proud also to mention that the students at St. Michael consistently score academically 

above their state and national peers.  Finally, I believe that our Catholic Schools today are 

the safest schools.  We are well equipped with security cameras, and shatter-proof glass 

on classroom doors.  And in no other school are all those who work, or volunteer required 

to go through background checks and Virtus safe-environment training.  Please come 

over after Mass today to our open house.  And this week, let’s thank our teachers and all 

those who sacrifice so much to help hand on the faith to our children.  It’s so important 

that we know where we come from and where we are headed – to form our children into 

the saints God is calling them to be! 


