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A week ago, we had the Archdiocesan convocation on evangelization.  One of the key-note speakers said 
something that struck me, “Do we count our problems or our blessings?”  If you’re like me, it’s easy to 
gravitate toward the problems, to focus on the weaknesses, the imperfections – the things that aren’t 
going right.  When we do that it’s easy to get discouraged. 
 
God wants us to focus on our blessings.  As Christians we are to have an attitude of gratitude.  Gratitude 
leads to joy and it is joy that attracts people to Christ.  Who wants to join a group of people moping 
around focused on their problems?  Count your blessings – even in the midst of your problems. The 
challenge is to give thanks even for the problems and crosses in our lives trusting that all things are 
working for our good. 
 
Our gospel this weekend is all about gratitude.  Sometimes we hear this gospel and we think:  only one 
of the 10 lepers was thankful.  I think all of them were thankful.  Imagine being healed of leprosy!  I’m 
sure they were overjoyed and immensely thankful for being healed.  But there are actually two parts to 
thanksgiving.  The first part is knowing what we are thankful for.  The lepers were all thankful for being 
healed.  But the second part of thanksgiving is to know to whom we are thankful.  Only one recognized 
to whom he owed his thanksgiving.  He returned to thank the Lord. 
 
This weekend I’m preaching all the Masses for Stewardship Sunday.  Stewardship really begins with 
gratitude.  First, we recognize what we are thankful for:  our lives, our time, our talent, our material 
resources, and then we recognize to whom we owe our thanks – to God!  Being a steward means to be a 
caretaker of another’s property.  As good stewards, we recognize, “It’s all a gift!”  Our lives, our time, 
out talents, our treasure are all gifts from the Lord.  We know to whom we owe our thanks!   
 
This week you will receive in the mail your 2020 stewardship of time, talent, and treasure renewal form.  
As we fill out our renewal forms, I’m asking all of us to keep in mind our three parish super priorities:  
deepening our spirituality, strengthening marriage and family and evangelization.  Interestingly, our 
Archdiocesan convocation paralleled our super-priorities.  The three themes of our convocation were:  
enflame our hearts, enflame our homes, and enflame our community.  Enflame our home is all about 
deepening our spiritual lives.  Enflaming our homes is all about strengthening marriage and family life, 
and enflaming our community is all about evangelization and sharing our faith with others. 
 
First, enflame our hearts!  What enflames our hearts?  God’s love.  A big part of prayer is simply allowing 
God to love us – being receptive to his love.  Begin by filling out the stewardship of time.  Make time for 
God a priority.  Take seriously the call to deepen your spiritual life. 
 
Perhaps one thing that we all struggle with in American culture is busyness.  Things get easily out of 
balance.   When we’re busy, our tendency is to let go of what’s most important!  I remember in college 
when I had a big test, the first thing I would let go of was my prayer.  Why?  -Because of self-reliance.  I 



didn’t really trust that God would help me do my best to pass that test.  I felt it was all up to me.  Now, 
we don’t want to go into a test and say – OK, God will give me the answers.  God wants our effort, to 
cooperate with grace, but we always remember the primacy of grace! 
 
Please recommit to putting Sunday Mass first, above sports and dance and everything else.  Otherwise 
we send the message to our kids that we just fit Mass in when we can rather than giving it the pride of 
place in our lives.  I’m asking all of us to commit to at least 20 minutes a day of daily meditation – taking 
time to listen to God by praying with scripture or a daily devotional book. 
 
Secondly enflame our homes.  No matter if you’re married or single, or what your family looks like we 
can all work on making our homes Christian homes.  Our first duty is to God, and then our second duty is 
to family.  Being a good steward means living out our primary vocation which for many people is to be a 
good husband and father or wife and mother or an obedient child!  We have to attend to our domestic 
church before we attend to our parish church.   
 
This year, we have added a new section to our stewardship renewal form titled “Living our Faith at 
Home.”  Here are some of the ideas listed:  commit to family dinners.  One mom said she’s so busy every 
afternoon chauffeuring kids to their activities that they almost never have family dinner.  What’s the 
unintended message?  Relaxing time with family is the lowest priority of all!  (The Collapse of Parenting, 
p. 182)  In fact, when we fill our children’s calendars with endless sports and activities, we start to send 
the message that “What you do is more important than who you are.”  (p. 184). We are human beings 
not human doers.  We are made for relationships.  Plan quality time with family:  play a board game, 
cook dinner as a family, go on a walk with your children.   
 
Another thing on the list:  Turn off the TV and electronics during family meals.  It’s one thing to eat 
together, it’s another thing to have a meal and actually talk to each other.  One study reported that 64% 
of families watch TV during dinner.  Michael Kersting in his book Disconnected, says that parents spend 
an average of 3 and half minutes a week in meaningful conversation with their children. 
 
One TV ad for a new car showed a mom in the front passenger seat looking into the back beaming at her 
two children in the back seat.  Both children were wearing headsets and watching a video.  This car 
featured individual rear seat entertainment.  And the mom seems to be saying, “Isn’t this great!”  “We 
can drive for hours and never have to talk with our kids!”  Kersting, a counselor, recommends 20 
minutes a day of meaningful conversation with family.   
 
Finally, enflame our community.  This is our call to evangelize outside of our families, to share our faith 
with our community.  Each family has a charism – gifts.  Think about how your family can serve and 
share your talents with our parish family and community.  If you are single, divorced or widowed, you 
are an important part of our parish family.  We want to call forth your gifts to build up the Body of 
Christ. 
 
Finally, we need everyone’s help with stewardship of treasure.  In the bible, God’s people were to offer 
the first fruits of their labors back to God as a way to give thanks and to remember – it’s all a gift from 

God.  As a guide to giving, please consider a 5% gift of your income to the parish, 4% to charities 
of your own choosing or the Archdiocese capital campaign, and 1% to the Archbishop’s annual 
Call to Share.  You add those up – that’s 10 percent.  That’s what it means to tithe.  Please 
return your completed stewardship forms to the church office or simply drop them in the 



Sunday collection.  This year, as we fill out our stewardship renewal let’s think about those two 
parts of thanksgiving:  What am I thankful for?  And let’s remember to whom we owe our 
thanks.   
 


