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Parish Feast of St. Michael the Archangel 

 

Happy Feast Day!  The Church allows us to move our patronal feast to the Sunday 

celebration, so we are celebrating the Feast of St. Michael and all the Archangels at all 

the Masses this weekend.  Around 1886, while celebrating Mass, Pope Leo XIII had a 

vision.  He fell down before the altar; he was so overtaken by what he saw.  After Mass, 

he wrote the prayer to St. Michael and asked that it be said at the conclusion of every low 

Mass.  What Pope Leo saw was a vision of the Devil attacking the church. 

 

Our readings today remind us that we are in the midst of a battle.  The Devil has many 

tactics, but I want to mention three ways the Devil attacks the church and interestingly 

how these are countered by the three-fold mission of the angels.  What is the mission of 

the angels?  First, they are messengers of the Good News.  Second, they worship God and 

third they are sent forth to serve and help us on our journey to heaven.   

 

First, angels are messengers of the Good News.  What is the Good News?  God wants to 

save his people.  So often we think of salvation as deliverance from something – which is 

so true.  God wants to deliver us from sin and death.  But salvation is also deliverance for 

something.  God wants to incorporate us into his family.  God is our Father and he wants 

to share his life with his children. 

 

Interestingly, what’s the first attack of the Devil?  He wants to destroy the Fatherhood of 

God.  He wants us to doubt that God is our loving Father. 

 

All the priests this past week were at Conception Monastery for our annual continuing 

education workshop.  Our presenter said that today more than ever we need to reclaim 

our identity as beloved children of the Father.  We watched a clip of the movie Blood 

Diamond.  The movie takes place during the Civil War in Sierra Leone Africa.  During 

that Civil War diamonds were being mined to finance the conflict hence the name “Blood 

Diamonds.”  Sadly, rebels would kidnap children and make them child soldiers.  These 

kids were drugged, brainwashed and turned into vicious killers. 

 

In the movie, Solomon Vandy’s son was kidnapped and turned into one of these child 

soldiers.  There is a scene in the movie where Solomon comes into contact with his son.  

His son pulls a gun on his own Father.  And at the point, Solomon begins to remind his 

son who he is.  He says to his son, “Look at me.  I am your father.  You are my son.  

Your mother loves you so much.  I know they made you do bad things, but you are not a 

bad boy.  I am your Father and you are my son.  I will take you home with me and you 

will be my son again. 

 



Solomon was reminding his son of his identity.  All of us in some ways can perhaps 

identify with Solomon’s son.  There are times when we have been lost.  Our culture has 

in a sense brainwashed us and we have forgotten our origins, our true identity.  We are 

reminded of the Good News that we are beloved children of God. 

 

Did you notice in the gospel today it simply says, Jesus looked at Nathaniel and he knew 

him?  The Father gazes upon each one of us here and wants us to hear again:  You are my 

beloved son.  You are my beloved daughter.  No matter what you have done, I am your 

Father who loves you.  Remember who you are.  Return home with me. 

 

Second, the angels worship God.  Some years ago, Fr. Bob Conroy did a parish mission 

here and he reminded us that the sanctuary is elevated for a reason.  This represents the 

heavenly realm.  During the Mass, the priests and ministers ascend up into the heavenly 

realm and who do we encounter?  Jesus.  Every time we celebrate the Mass, the one 

saving sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross is made present to us.  When the priest lifts up the 

host and the chalice this is Christ’s one saving sacrifice being re-presented – being made 

present anew for us on this altar. 

 

It is here that we encounter God and we are surrounded by the saints and angels who are 

here with us worshipping God.  And then we get to do something that angels cannot do.  

We get to receive Jesus in Holy Communion.  St. Maximillian Kolbe said, “If angels 

could be jealous of humans, they would be so for one reason:  Holy Communion.”  An 

angel is pure spirit – and as such, an angel cannot receive Jesus in the Holy Eucharist.  

What a privilege we have at Mass to receive the Precious Body and Blood of our Lord.   

 

Interestingly, what’s the second prominent attack of the devil?  He wants to destroy the 

Sabbath.  The devil wants us to get busy about many things so that we no longer worship 

God. 

 

The angels are messengers of the good news, they worship God, and finally they serve us 

on our journey of faith.  St. Michael is our patron.  He wants to help us on our journey.  

Foster a devotion to St. Michael.  My spiritual director tells me, “The more you pay 

attention to the saints, the more they pay attention to you.”  I invite all of us to foster 

devotion to St. Michael by praying the St. Michael prayer each day.  We have holy cards 

in the Narthex this weekend with the prayer to St. Michael.   

 

We are ordered toward service and what’s the third primary attack of the Devil? -To turn 

us inward.  Pride!  The devil wants us to think only of ourselves, but we were made for 

love – to lose ourselves in service to others. 

 

I want to close with this:  the mission of the angels is also our mission.  We are called to 

be messengers of the Good News.  Remind people of the Good News – that through our 

baptism we are beloved children of God.  Secondly worship:  Always strive to keep your 

Sunday worship at the center of your week.  And finally, service:  I’m reading a book 

right now by Dr. Leonard Sax called The Collapse of Parenting and interestingly he 

quotes researchers who say that those who are conscientious, those ordered toward 



service are significantly happier and substantially more satisfied with their lives.  It 

shouldn’t surprise us!  We are made for love.  Renewed here by Christ’s presence we are 

sent to go forth and serve our brothers and sisters and in doing so we imitate the angels! 

 

 


