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Do you want to get to heaven? Do you want to live forever with God and all the saints in eternal 

peace and joy?  Well, do you?  As I wrote this homily, I found myself going into this deep dive 

into this triduum of death called Hallowtide with Halloween, All Saints Day, and All Souls Day, 

explaining why we celebrate what we celebrate, thanking God for the examples we have in the 

saints and how it’s important to pray for the dead…and it struck me.  None of this matters if you 

don’t want to go to heaven when you die.  Cause you will die. That’s a fact. Memento Mori. We 

all die.  This is only our temporary home, we’re just passing through. Maybe you believe that 

when we die in this world, we get obliterated. There’re definitely some people who believe that. 

Some say that this world is only material, that there is no life after death because when your 

physical person dies, that is all you ever were, so you are gone. You were just a sack of 

chemicals charged with electricity and when that system stops, you stop.  In this way of thinking, 

humans are no more important that a pile of manure, as both are just physical material.  Sure, the 

human is more complex, but if all we are is just an amalgamation of various atoms, there’s 

nothing special about your sentience. This of course discounts anything spiritual as a by-product 

of the physical.  You feel loved by your significant other? Wrong, they say, love is nothing more 

than the right mix of hormones.  You have a cool and clever idea?  Wrong, they assert, all your 

thought is merely the by-product of synapses firing, a bunch of biological diodes turning on and 

off, giving you the illusion of thought.  Ever experience a deep sense of God’s presence?  

Wrong, they counter, it’s just bad gas from the beans you had for lunch.  If you want to deny the 

spiritual and say everything is only physical, be my guest, but you’d really have to WANT to 

believe that the physical world is all there is; it doesn’t sound super appealing to me. 

Others say that an afterlife is just wishful thinking. That we think it’d be nice if there was more 

to life after our deaths. These wishes are natural and normal, but they are ultimately just 

that…wishes, right? But the hope for an afterlife within us is more than just a wish, it’s a natural 

desire, one that all of humanity possesses. What are the other desires every single person 

possesses? The desire for food, the desire for drink, the desire for love…. And you know what, 

those all can be fulfilled.  It is argued that nature doesn’t give us a desire, a real hunger, for 

something that doesn’t exist, so if we all do truly desire some sort of afterlife, and a quick look at 

all cultures across all time will tell you that it’s pervasive desire, then it is reasonable to think 

that our innate desire for eternal life has fulfillment somewhere. Because sometimes, wishes do 

come true. 

Reason alone cannot get us to a certainty that there is an afterlife, nor can it bring us to a 

certainty that there is no afterlife. So, what are we to do? Well, we weigh the odds and have 

faith. Using Catholic mathematician Blaise Pascal’s wager, we can analyze our options.  Either 

we can live believing there is an afterlife, or we can live as if there isn’t.  If we believe there is an 

afterlife and there isn’t anything after death, we have lost nothing, or at least very little.  If there 

is an afterlife, however, we gain an infinite reward.  But if we don’t believe in the afterlife and 

there isn’t one, the gain is small and ephemeral.  And if we don’t believe nor act like there is an 

afterlife and there is, well, we stand to lose infinitely.  Thus, it is a good bet to believe in an 

afterlife, as the pros of it being true far outweigh the cons of it not being true. And it is a bad bet 

to believe there isn’t an afterlife, as the cons of being wrong far outweigh the pros of being right.  

So, if it is reasonable that there is life after death, and it’s a good bet to believe in the afterlife, 

then why don’t we believe it?  Or at least, why don’t we live our lives like we believe it, like we 



11/1/19 All Saints         Dan Weger 

are striving for heaven? I dare say, brothers and sisters, it’s because we’ve lost our hope.  We’ve 

lost that Christian hope in our resurrection, we’ve lost our hope that God is actually powerful 

enough to save us, we’ve lost our hope that the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross is actually enough 

to cleanse us from our fallen sinfulness. We’re scared. Because we can look at ourselves and see 

just how sinful we are, and think, there’s no way that God would forgive me, not for what I’ve 

done. Or maybe we’ve asked God for forgiveness, and maybe we’ve received it, but then we 

went right back to the same sins, like a dog to its vomit.  Wouldn’t it be easier just to convince 

ourselves that there is no afterlife, that God doesn’t know our sinfulness or at least that He won’t 

punish us for our sinfulness, or worse, that God doesn’t exist at all. Wouldn’t it make this life 

easier to not think about an afterlife, and live in the moment… like everyone keeps telling me to? 

This, my brothers and sisters, is why we celebrate All Saints day.  Because the over ten thousand 

canonized saints and the multitude of unrecognized ones are witnesses to an authentic faith in 

Christ, to that Christian hope that we’ve lost. Because these saints aren’t just “good people” and 

we should be like them so that we can be “good people” too. Boo. We are called to be Christ, to 

be made perfect as our heavenly Father is perfect. But right now, we aren’t perfect.  The world 

was made good, but it wasn’t made perfect. Perfect coming from the Latin meaning “made 

through to completion, cannot be better.”  I don’t know about you, but I can be better.  And that 

is the distress of this world, because we are not perfect, because the world is not perfect, there is 

a lack of goodness that could be.  And God is inviting us to let Him perfect us, to grow in our 

faith and to more clearly image Christ, God become man, the perfection of humanity. And that is 

what we see in the saints and the stories of their lives. Time and time again, in unique ways, the 

saints drew close to Christ, and God worked wonders through them, wonders beyond physical 

understanding and explanation. They drew other’s to God, thus bringing this world a little closer 

to perfection. The saints didn’t have divine perspective and didn’t always know what the right 

thing to do was, but they humbly approached the Lord and said Thy will be done, and it was.  

People always comes to confession feeling like their sin is especially heinous, like you’re gonna 

scandalize me by your sins. No, sin is boring.  It’s always the same. I don’t think I’ve heard a 

unique sin in three months, and I’ve only been ordained for five. But you know what is unique?  

You know what is interesting?  You know what captures our hearts and inspires us? The lives of 

the saints, and how they let God use their unique gifts and talents to bring about His Kingdom. 

Even saints who were straight up trying to imitate other saints ended up being different.  St. 

Martin of Tours started chopping down a pagan tree, but the pagan village offered to do it for 

him on the condition he’d stand where the tree was going to fall.  He agreed. And as the tree fell, 

he made the sign of the cross and the tree flipped and fell the opposite direction. The whole town 

converted. St. Boniface, inspired by this story, tried chopping down a pagan tree of a partially 

converted town, and as it fell, all the branches shook off and the trunk burst into 4 equal pieces 

and fell in the shape of a cross. God is good and works in amazing and unique ways, but we have 

to let him. 

So if you are sitting here today in your sin, disparaging the afterlife or your place in it, I urge 

you, go to confession, hope in God and the resurrection, for this hope purifies us, it cleanses our 

hearts in the blood of the Lamb, and the pure of heart, Christ tells us, will see God. We can come 

to see God with all the saints and sing His praises in unending joy in heaven.  And so I ask you 

again, do you want to go to heaven? Because I want you in heaven, and I’ll do everything I can 

to ensure that happens. So I beg you, do some self-care, emulate the saints, go to daily Mass, 
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pray regularly, love the Lord by loving your fellow man, strive for holiness but be humble and 

admit to God your sinfulness, and trust that God’s love is strong enough to overcome it.  


