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I LOVE our second reading today. I say it every Wednesday evening as part of Vespers, when 

we pray the Liturgy of the Hours.  That’s a lot of clerical jargon to say, all priests and deacons 

make a promise to our bishop that we will pray certain prayers every day. If you’d like to 

experience what one of those prayers sounds like, I encourage you to sit in the Church between 

the 9 and the 10:30 masses.  If there is time, the choir usually sings (quite beautifully I’ll add) 

Lauds. But I digress, once a week, we recite our second reading, and I enjoy it every time we do. 

It’s a slightly different translation, so bear with me as I use that translation. But grant me to the 

grace to expound for you the goodness found herein.  

Let us give thanks to the Father, for having made you worthy to share the lot of the saints in 

light. It is right and just to give God praise, adoration, and thanksgiving, for WHO He is and 

WHAT He has done for us. We thank not some foreign entity, some abstract ideal of human 

perfection, some all-powerful wish granting genie...rather we thank our Creator, Our Father; for 

truly we are His adopted sons and daughters through His Only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ.  He is 

indeed a Father who provides, protects, instructs, and so much more. Today, in the Mass, we 

celebrate the Eucharist, which is Greek for Thanksgiving, thanking God our Father for having 

made us worthy.  We do not approach God as worthy heirs to our heavenly inheritance, for even 

we can see with our limited perspective how wretched we are. How much more, will God, who 

knows us better than we know ourselves, see our depravity.  But God, who knows all, knows we 

are not TOTALLY depraved, that we CAN be saved, that we can be redeemed, and through His 

Son, we can partake in our allotted share of the divine inheritance, eternal life in the kingdom of 

the King of Kings, Light of the World, Jesus Christ. 

He rescued us from the power of darkness and brought us into the Kingdom of His Beloved Son. 

Through Him we have redemption, the forgiveness of our sins. And thus, God seeing our 

redeemable depravity, the glimmer of hope for His creation who has fallen into the darkness of 

sin and death from the catalyst of the Fall, immediately begins enacting the greatest rescue 

mission ever endeavored. When left to our own devices, humanities fallen, sinful nature will 

avoid God, avoid the divine, choosing to preserve the self.  But God wants us getting out of 

ourselves, and so man needs a structure, a structure that imposes upon him but elevates him out 

of the darkness, and into His Light.  It starts with Adam in a marriage, which then builds with 

Noah into a family, which then builds with Abraham into a tribe, which only grows and builds 

into a nation lead by Moses, eventually growing into the national kingdom of king David. And it 

is this national kingdom into which Jesus is born, who then completes the Origin Plan to save all 

humanity from Original Sin; an international Kingdom, the Bride of Christ, the Beloved of God, 

the Church. Thus, it is precisely through Christ’s Kingdom, the Church, that man is saved; our 

redemption flowing through Christ in the forgiveness of our sins. 

He is the image of the invisible God, the first born of all creatures. Jesus is God, just as the 

Father is God, and the Holy Spirit is God.  All three are individual persons that don’t comprise 

God, but are all, individually fully God. Jesus, in His Incarnation which we celebrate at 

Christmas, IS our physical experience of God. Not the effects of God, not God working through 

someone, not even God in our neighbor, but an experience of God. To look upon the face of 

Christ is to see God. Now to say that Jesus is the firstborn of all creatures does not mean that 
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Jesus is a creature, something that is created by God. Jesus is the second person of the Trinity, is 

God, and has never not been. He always has been and always will be. The word for firstborn, 

prototokos, can mean the first in an order, like the eldest son, but it can also mean the preeminent 

in rank.  For example, King David, while the youngest of the sons of Jesse, is claimed by God as 

the firstborn.  Back in those days, the firstborn son was also the preeminent in rank among his 

siblings, so they used the same word, but when we hear Christ is the firstborn over all of 

Creation, we should hear it as he is on top.  This is explained in the next few verses. 

In Him everything in heaven and on earth was created, things visible and invisible. All were 

created through Him; all were created for Him. Jesus is not just the prototokos, the first born, he 

is also the prototupos, the prototype by which all things were made. Jesus is the mold by which 

everything was designed, the eternal Word spoken, resonating throughout all time and space, all 

creation an echo, a reflection, a shadow of the reality that is Jesus Christ. Even though the second 

person of the Trinity became incarnate into the middle of creation, He is the source and end goal 

of all of creation.  All is made through Him and all is made for Him. This ancient platonic 

understanding of exitus et reditus, the coming forth from and returning to, meshed well with 

Paul’s understanding of Christ. Creation doesn’t come from nothing, but comes from God, and 

creation’s natural end, what it desires most innately, is to return to God. It is through God’s 

incarnation into creation that He is able to begin to bring creation back to Himself, to redeem us. 

God reached out and touched creation in the Incarnation, but even after His Ascension into 

heaven, God’s hand and presence are still here in the world, in His Kingdom, the Church which 

is already here, but not yet fully realized.  Already, but not yet.  

He is before all else that is. In him everything continues in being. Just because God had to send 

His Only Begotten Son to save us, as I said, at the start, doesn’t mean we were totally depraved.  

In our exitus, our leaving God, we still have some goodness within us, the glimmer of hope.  

Remember, all creation was made through Jesus, and all art has the signature of the artist in it. 

And we humans, were created in the image AND the likeness of Jesus! In the very fact that we 

exist, we can see that God hasn’t given up on us. Our existence is a good, as it is better to exist 

than to not, and as long as we exist, we retain that goodness.  Now that goodness of our existence 

is not something we maintain, but rather, something God does for us, and we ought to thank Him 

for it. Like a yoyo, we’ve thrown ourselves from the hand of God, but are tethered by our 

existence to our creator, a tether he can tug on to draw us back to himself. And don’t think for a 

moment that this tether is severed in our death. Au contraire! 

It is He who is head of the body, the Church! He who is the beginning, the first-born of the dead, 

so that primacy may be his in everything. Christ is the firstborn of the dead. Through God’s 

death and resurrection, He has conquered death, so for all time, before and after the incarnation, 

we can persist, and our connection to the divine is never fully gone. It is through His death, that 

we, the members of His Body, through baptism, die with Christ.  And then we, His Church, His 

Bride, flesh of His flesh and bone of His bone, united intimately to Christ, are able to rise with 

Him. Christ is our Light in the darkness in which we find ourselves.  He goes before us to show 

us the way, we have but to cling to Him and we will be saved. Jesus is our origin, our salvation, 

and our end goal.  He is our all in all. 
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It pleased God to make absolute fullness reside in him and by means of him, to reconcile 

everything into His person, both on earth and in the heavens, making peace through the blood of 

His Cross. Jesus is our everything; this is the divine plan.  God decided, in His infinite wisdom, 

that the best way to save us from our selfishness was to become incarnate and incorporate us into 

His Person, into His Body, the Church, so that as He rises from the dead, we shall rise with Him 

and, as sons and daughters of the most High, receive our inheritance: a portion of His Kingdom, 

a kingdom that He has been preparing for us from the dawn of time, a kingdom that will only be 

fully realized in heaven, yet a kingdom we pray and work to bring about in this age, on earth as it 

is in heaven. Counter to how we normally imagine Kings conquering, Christ does not win the 

world through killing and conquest, but rather through suffering and sacrifice, most purely seen 

in His crucifixion. And so too should we, His loyal, royal subjects, sacrifice ourselves so that His 

Kingdom comes, and His will is done, on earth as it is in heaven.  


