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Happy Thanksgiving weekend to everyone.  This past Thanksgiving, I had dinner with my 

family and Thanksgiving evening I came home and went to bed early.  I was asleep by 9:45 pm.  

Friday morning, I woke up at 5 something and thought – I’m going black Friday shopping!  I 

needed a pair of shoes, so I set out for Shoe Carnival.  As I got to the store shortly after 6 am and 

was about to open the door, a family came out and said, “It’s Fr. Schieber!  Black Friday 

shopping!  I was caught!  In a moment of embarrassment, I quickly explained that I never go 

Black Friday shopping!  Well, I went into the store and it was chaos – shoppers everywhere, the 

checkout line winding through the store.  I tried on shoes, found a couple pair – the second pair 

was half off after all.  As I was standing in line – I just felt this increasing uneasiness and started 

thinking; What am I doing?  This is chaos.  I’ve got to get out of here, so I put the shoes back 

and got out of that store!   

 

Now, I’m not condemning Black Friday shopping, many people with families have legitimate 

shopping needs, but for me it was a moment of awakening.  It made me ponder:  are we as 

vigilant about our spiritual lives as we are about our material lives.  As I was in line, one woman 

shared with me that she had stayed up all night to shop.  She started at 7 pm Thanksgiving Day at 

Walmart and Target and then she said Kohls was open all night, so she was there at 2 am and 

then she got to Shoe Carnival in the wee hours of the morning.  Wow!  We are willing to stay up 

all night to find the best shopping deals.  Are we that zealous about our faith? 

 

St. Paul says, “It is the hour now for you to awake from sleep.”  Jesus tells us, “Stay awake!”  

Why?  Because the Lord is coming!  The very word Advent means “Coming.”  This is the season 

to prepare to celebrate Christ’s first coming at Christmas, but the beginning of Advent is about 

preparing for Christ’s second coming.  Jesus will return in glory and we know the day nor the 

hour of his return.  The message is to be ready at each moment of our lives. 

 

When we think of the end of the world – Christ’s return in glory – what emotion does it evoke?  

For some of us – it can evoke fear – questioning, am I ready? 

 

There was a meditation this week in the Magnificat by Dorothy Day.  She said the early 

Christians rejoiced to think the end of the world was near.  They longed for Christ’s return.  But 

then Dorothy Day says, but what about us?  “Are we so unready to face God?  Are we so avid for 

the joys here (in this world) that we perceive so darkly those to come?” (p. 371 Nov. 2019 M) 

 

Being awake and ready for the coming of the Lord is really about FOCUS!  The devil wants us 

to focus on the things of this world.  The devil loves chaos, confusion, busyness, distractions, so 

that we lose sight of the one thing necessary:  our relationship with Jesus. 

 



Advent is about FOCUSING on what’s really important:  Jesus.  Advent is counter cultural.  

Culturally, this can be a hectic frantic time and advent invites us to slow down, to wait, to enter 

into silence, to prepare well for the coming of the Lord – Jesus wants to make his home in your 

heart.  He wants to establish his kingdom in your soul! 

 

One of the Super-priorities of our parish is to strengthen marriage and family life.  No matter 

what your family life looks like, this year, celebrate Advent at home.  I want to mention four 

ways to celebrate Advent with your family.  First, live the Liturgy at home.  Bring the symbols 

of Advent into your home.  It can be as simple as having an advent calendar that you open each 

day and place an Advent wreath on the table.  Light the appropriate candles each night at dinner.   

 

Growing up we had a wreath on the table.  Now I have to admit, we normally fought over who’s 

turn it was to light the candles or blow them out!  We also loved to play in the candle wax and of 

course burn things in the candles.  The Advent wreath is meant to remind us that Jesus is the 

light of the world.  As the light burns brighter, we know the feast of Christmas is approaching 

when Jesus the light of the world was born. 

 

Second:  Pray.  Prayer is about focusing on our friendship with Jesus.  We are handing out for 

Advent “The Word Among Us.”  It has the daily mass readings for Advent and a daily reflection.  

Please take 20 minutes to listen to God’s word.  Let Jesus speak to you through the scriptures. 

 

We also have a little prayer tent to place on your table.  There is a scripture passage for each day 

of Advent.  Consider reading this scripture before dinner as a family.  As you listen to God’s 

word, take just a moment to share with each other what struck you in the scripture. 

 

We also have something new this year:  the Jesse tree.  The Jesse tree gives a reflection each day 

for Advent – it walks us through the story of salvation history.  There are stickers in the book, 

and you place a sticker on your Jesse tree each day of Advent.  If you miss or day or two – don’t 

give up.  Pick right back up and keep going. 

 

Third:  make a good confession during Advent.  If it’s been a long time since you’ve been to 

confession, now is the time!  There are many opportunities for confession during Advent 

including our communal penance services. 

 

Finally, consider a penance and acts of charity for Advent.  We wear purple for Advent 

because Advent is a penitential season.  Think of something you can give up – it’s only for 3 

weeks.  Maybe try not to eat all the candy and holiday goodies until Christmas.  Every time you 

want what to have what you’ve given up, remember, I’m preparing for something greater.  I’m 

preparing for someone greater!   

 

This is also the season of giving.  We have our Gifts for the Christ child trees in the narthex.  

Take an ornament on the way out and purchase a gift for Jesus – for a poor person in need.   

 

It is the hour now for us to awaken from our sleep.  Let’s open our hearts to the graces of this 

season of Advent and prepare well to receive Jesus so that he can be born anew in our hearts. 


