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In the classic movie, Home Alone, young Kevin McAllister gets left behind as his large family 

goes on a vacation in picturesque Paris, leaving him in the titular state of being Home Alone. 

The family had an early morning flight, and with a freak power outage, everyone oversleeps and 

has to rush to get to the airport on time, and Kevin gets left behind.  Now I guarantee you that if 

their flight had been at 2 in the afternoon, Kevin would have been enjoying the Eiffel Tower with 

his family. Because by then the whole family would have been awake and had their wits about 

them and not been rushed or stressed and would have all made it to the airport. Now that 

wouldn’t have made for a good movie, but when it comes to salvation and not going to Paris, but 

to heaven, making sure we don’t miss anyone is much more important.  

This is the first week of Advent, Happy Liturgical New Year everyone. Advent is a season of 

alert waiting, of preparing for the coming of Christ at Christmas. And if the lighting of the Plaza 

lights was any indicator, the secular world is already celebrating Christmas. There’s no 

preparation outside of Black Friday Christmas shopping or having pre-emptive Christmas parties 

in the first week of December or blaring Mariah Carey’s All I Want For Christmas Is You as loud 

as possible. All fun things. But the great irony is, doing these things actually makes us less 

prepared for Christmas. When we set up all our decorations this weekend, we aren’t anxiously 

awaiting the coming of our savior and celebration of the Christmas season, rather we end up 

growing tired of the fanfare so that after the 25th, we are sick of it all and ready for it to come 

down. Look at the curbside on the 26th and you’ll see it littered with the evergreen trees, real and 

fake, of people who are just done with Christmas. Christmas music is all over the radio for the 

whole month of December, and it becomes harder to actually celebrate on the 25th because we’ve 

been in a state of quasi-celebration for 4 weeks.  

And these celebrations are not focused on the birth of Christ, but rather getting together with 

friends and family around the end of December and sharing gifts and food. Now don’t hear what 

I’m not saying, please celebrate the birth of Christ with your family and friends. Food and gift 

exchanging are wonderful ways to celebrate.  But if we do dinner with her family on the Monday 

before Christmas, and dinner with his family on Christmas, and a gathering of friends on the 26th, 

these get togethers overshadow the Mass of Christ, the Christmas, where we give due honor and 

praise to God for the Incarnation, the birth of our savior, the Prince of Peace, the King of Kings. 

Do you want to put Christ back in Christmas? Put the Mass back in Christmas. Because this 

multitude of “Christmas” celebrations that have no connection to Christ or the Mass put us in a 

delirious stupor, unfocused and tired, sleepy.  

I say all this not to chide you or deride you, but as a call to wake you up!  As Paul said in our 

second reading, It is the hour now for you to wake from sleep. Now is not the time for 

drunkenness or orgies, not for promiscuity or lust, not for rivalries or jealousy, but to prepare for 

the coming of Christ.  We prepare during Advent for the coming of Christ, both 2000 years ago 

at the Nativity and Christ to come again, and we don’t want to miss it. We remember during this 

month the anticipation of the Jewish people who’d been promised a savior, a messiah, for 

centuries, one who would change everything, whose arrival would be the redemption of Israel 

and all humanity.  As Isaiah foretells, All nations will stream toward the Lord’s mountain, the 

mountain Daniel prophesied would grow on top of the rock that toppled the previous kingdoms. 
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Christ is that Rock, he is the cornerstone upon which the rest of God’s mountain, His Kingdom, 

the Church, sits.  

But we don’t just remember the anxious and attentive waiting of the Jews for the Messiah, we 

share in their waiting as we look forward to the coming of Christ again.  As Christ says, You do 

not know on which day your Lord will come.  Be sure of this, if the master of the house had 

known the hour of the night when the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake.  So too 

must we be ready for the coming of our Lord, who comes as a thief in the night.  We must be 

ready.  But being anxious all the time is difficult.  That is why we just celebrate these four weeks 

of anticipation, lest we stress ourselves out.  But if these four weeks of waiting become four 

weeks of quasi-celebrating, when do we practice our alert attentiveness to the second coming of 

Christ?  Rather we occupy our time and mind with passing pleasures, so that when the time does 

come, we are caught unaware.  We wait for God at humanity’s 11th hour, reassuring ourselves 

that we’ll be prepared by then, but then when the Lord comes at 10:30, we are not prepared. 

So be ready, spend these four weeks waiting patiently for the coming of Christ, and I guarantee 

you it’ll make Christmas that much more meaningful.  But it is not enough to just prepare 

ourselves.  We should also ready those closest to us. If Kevin McAllister’s family had been more 

prepared for their trip, even in the stress, they wouldn’t have forgotten Kevin.  So too must we be 

preparing our children, our friends, and our loved ones, helping them to be ready and awake, 

attentive to God dwelling among us.  

So how do we live out our anticipation within our families during this Advent?  First and 

foremost is always Prayer.  As the holidays ramp up, it is natural for things to become more 

stressful.  And when we become stressed, so often prayer is the first thing dropped.  But I urge 

you, if all you have left is prayer, you have everything. So, do what you need to do to include 

intentional prayer into your day.  Spend five minutes before breakfast reading the Word Among 

Us daily Meditation.  Pray as a family before dinner, with an advent wreath in the center of the 

table.  Have the children light the appropriate candles and say a prayer and leave it burning 

during dinner.  Take the resources we offer you in the narthex, like the Advent table tent that has 

recommended scripture passages for each day of Advent. Or make a Jesse tree.  It’s a tree with a 

series of ornaments with correlated bible stories that recount God’s promise to the Jews to send a 

savior.  You can find these cheap online and they are super awesome. 

The second major movement of Advent, flowing from prayer, is penance.  Advent is a season of 

joy and hope of the coming of our savior, but to properly prepare for the feast, it is important that 

we fast. If we feast now, the feast of Christmas won’t be anything special. We ought to be taking 

time this Advent to clean house, to prepare a place for the Lord to arrive in our hearts by clearing 

out all the attachments that we’ve built up.  We don’t want Jesus and Mary to come knocking on 

the door of our hearts for us to respond, sorry, no room.  

And the third major movement of Advent, flowing from penance is confession. There are ample 

opportunities to go to confession prior to Christmas, both here and all around the diocese. Please 

take advantage of these.  Even if its been years since you’ve last gone, you owe it to yourselves 
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to be free of the burden of your past failures. Receive the forgiveness of Christ and enter into the 

season of Christmas light and refreshed.  

So be alert and ready, now is not the time to make provisions for the desires of the flesh, but to 

put on Christ, to hear His Word, and to walk in His ways. That we may anticipate the Lord’s 

coming and be ready for it, lest we be left behind as poor Kevin McAllister was.  

 

 


