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It’s been 11 years since the first Iron Man movie came out. At the end of that movie, after having 

almost died several times and finally made it back home, with potential normalcy restored, Tony 

Stark is asked by the press if they are really supposed to buy that the Iron Man is his bodyguard. 

Tony fumbles for a little bit, and then after being reminded to stick to the cards, he looks at the 

card and says, “The truth is…I am Iron Man.”  The press goes nuts, Tony Stark smiles, roll 

credits and the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) had begun. Then 11 years, 20+ movies and a 

smattering TV shows later, the MCU is coming to the end of the first phase of movies. The big 

bad Thanos, a shortening of the Greek Thanatos meaning Death, has been lurking in the 

background for too long and has finally stepped into the fore to beat the Avengers and wipe out 

half of the Universe with a single snap. And he does it.  Then the remaining Avengers alter 

history in order to undo the damage, but Thanos returns again, with his refrain, I am inevitable,  

and this time, goes about trying to destroy all life, wanting to recreate existence in his own 

image, lest they continue to rebel against him. And no spoiler warnings because if you haven’t 

seen Endgame yet, you’ve done this to yourself. But right as he is about to do it, he repeats his 

line, I am inevitable, and snaps his fingers.  But it doesn’t wipe out all life.  In fact, it does 

nothing.  Because Tony Stark, bruised, beaten, has slyly nicked the sources of cosmic power 

from Thanos.  And as Thanos sees his victory slipping through his fingers, Tony holds up his 

hand and says, “And I…am Iron Man.” *SNAP*   

If you saw this in theaters that opening weekend, you probably saw the same thing I did.  Full 

grown men weeping and cheering their heads off at a single line of dialogue.  Like it wasn’t just 

a yay, good guys win, it was RAW. It moved our very beings. We had been along for this ride 

for years, seeing the ups and the downs, and to see it come to a conclusion was great.  But what 

made it so visceral, why it was this line and not something else that inspired this enthusiasm, was 

that Tony Stark said the same line when started this whole thing. It came full circle and it felt 

good. Tony Stark’s, “ I am Iron Man” wasn’t satisfying because “Oh he said the thing, just like 

he did in that other movie.”  No, what is satisfying is that when Tony first says it, he’s an 

arrogant showoff who wants fame and attention for his brilliance in making the Iron Man suit.  

But when he says it at the end of Endgame, as he is about to do something that would effectively 

kill him, he says the line but no longer arrogant or to seek attention.  No, now he is saying it as a 

responsibility that he is willing to accept, the burden of doing the right thing not for oneself, but 

for others.  It’s the same words, but now with new and fuller meaning, because we see it through 

a different lens, with different perspective. 

These kinds of things happen in written stories all the time, because authors can plan them out, 

even over years. But what if it happened in real life. And I don’t mean like fortune tellers, which 

are a total scam, where they tell you a bunch of vague things until you latch on to something and 

then they exploit it. I mean what if something was said or done, something that seemed to make 

sense for the moment which then comes back again in a new way with new meaning because of 

the events that have occurred since the first time it was said? 

That’s what Paul is asking us to look for in our second reading. Whatever was written previously 

was written for our instruction…Christ became a minister to the Jews to show God’s  
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truthfulness, to confirm the promises of the patriarchs. All the Old Testament should be read 

again, looked at with a new lens, and that lens is Christ. When we look back with this new 

understanding, things that happened to the Jews, the Sons of Israel, referred to as the firstborn of 

the Lord have made a comeback in a big way through Jesus, the true firstborn Son of God. 

David, the Great King of Israel was born in Bethlehem. Jesus, King of Kings, and who the 

gospels take great care to show is in fact a descendant of David is born in Bethlehem. The sons 

of Israel, when the nation was still young, fled to Egypt to escape death.  Jesus Mary and Joseph 

flee to Egypt to escape death.  As the Prophet Hosea prophesies, “When Israel was a child, I 

loved him and out of Egypt I called my son.”  In the Gospels, we see Jesus return from Egypt 

while he was still a child, and after he is baptized, God speaks saying “This is my beloved Son”. 

After leaving Egypt, Israel wandered the desert for 40 years before entering Israel. After Jesus 

went through the river Jordan being baptized by John, he then went to the desert to be tempted 

for, that’s right, 40 days. God told Joshua as he led his people across the river Jordan into the 

land of Israel, “choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel.”  Jesus, as he is washed in the Jordan 

and comes back to its shores, immediately begins selecting his 12 apostles.  

Israel was well established among the other nations, that is until a foreign power, the Assyrians 

and the Babylonians came and destroyed Israel, destroyed the Temple, and left the people of 

Israel scattered.  Jesus, become well established as a teacher and healer in Jerusalem, is killed by 

a foreign power, the Romans, which Christ foretold when he said, Destroy this temple and in 3 

days I’ll rebuild it.” And that brings us to our first reading from Isaiah, who foretold of when a 

descendent of David would once again lead the people of Israel. We see Isaiah again, when 

people speak of John and they quote Isaiah calling him a “voice of one crying out in the 

wilderness, prepare the way of the Lord.”  For in Isaiah’s day, he was talking about the return of 

the Jews from their scattered exile back to the promised Land and the reconstruction of the 

temple, led by a descendent of David, which happened 500 years before Jesus.  But now we see 

Jesus, a descendent of David, on Easter morning with the resurrection of the temple that is his 

body, leading not just the people of Israel but of all nations to the eternal promised Land of 

heaven.  

When I hear these things, it blows my mind. Jesus’s life death and resurrection was foretold, not 

just in prophesies about there being a Messiah coming, but in the life of the people of Israel -as a  

whole -over centuries. So yeah, it was cool and all to see Tony Stark make a call back after 11 

years of growth, but he’s got nothing on how Jesus makes a call back to the 1500 years of growth 

seen in the people of Israel.   

This, brothers and sisters, is why we care about the old testament.  Jesus isn’t just some guru who 

had some woke ideas 2000 years ago, he is the fulfillment of the greatest story ever told. The 

only author able to write such an incredible story is the divine author, Our Heavenly Father, who 

before Man even fell, knew how He would save us.  But as in Endgame, “I am Iron Man” 

doesn’t have the same meaning if you didn’t know that phrase from the first movie. So too will 

we never understand how great a savior we have until we know the story of the first testament. 



So this Advent, make a Jesse Tree, read the scriptures, learn the story of the people of Israel, so 

that when Christmas finally comes, you can join me in RAW, authentic, weepy Deo Gratias.  


