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At our parish mission, Mike Scherschligt said he enjoys walking his dog around the 

neighborhood at night.  Home after home that he passes, he has noticed a blue glow.  

People at home looking at their screens, TVs, IPads, phones.  Blue glow everywhere. 

 

The United States reports the highest rates of mental depression in the entire world.  Even 

though we live in a wealthy country, technologically advanced, most of us have our basic 

needs provided – and yet we report the highest levels of boredom, loneliness, anxiety, 

stress, and depression.  All the comforts and pleasures in the world don’t bring happiness.  

We are made for relationships.   

 

The parable of the prodigal son is all about relationships!  God is presented in the parable 

as a Father.  And we are called to be his sons and daughters.  This is huge!  Salvation, to 

be saved, is more than just deliverance from sin and death.  We are not just saved from 

something, but we are saved for something.  We are saved for relationships.  God wants 

to share his life with us.  He wants to incorporate us into his family. 

 

I want to walk through some elements of this parable.  First, it highlights our free will.  

God respects our freedom.  Sometimes we hear evangelical Protestants say, “Once saved, 

always saved.”  Once you’ve accepted Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior you can 

never lose your salvation.  But as Catholics, we say the inbreaking of God’s saving grace 

in our lives doesn’t destroy our personal freedom.  We can still choose to turn away from 

our Father.  That’s what the prodigal son does.  The Father doesn’t bind up the Prodigal 

Son and say, “You can’t leave me.”  No, even though it pains him, the Father let’s his son 

go, and the parable says the prodigal son squandered his inheritance on a life of 

dissipation.  What’s his inheritance?  His salvation.  He loses it. 

 

Next this parable shows what sin does.  So often, we might think of sin as simply 

breaking the rules.  Sin isn’t just breaking rules, it’s about breaking relationships. Sin 

alienates us from God and the church - our brothers and sisters in faith.   

  

In biblical times, an inheritance included more than money, it included land.  The land 

was so important to the Jews.  Throughout the entire Old Testament, we hear that God 

has promised his people land – the promised land.  So, when you received an inheritance 

from your father, you received your share of the family land.  But notice the younger son 

has no desire to establish his own place on the family property.  He leaves for a distant 

country.  Sin leads us into exile, away from our Father, away from our family.   

 



Sin also leads to suffering.  The prodigal son is starving, he’s hungry, and he’s reduced to 

shameful labor – tending swine.  Here’s an important point:  there are real consequences 

to our sin.  Sin leads to unhappiness.  If I go out and get drunk, I have to suffer the 

consequences of a hangover.  Being enslaved to sin is not fun.  People addicted to drugs 

or pornography or any substance are not happy. 

 

The prodigal son hits bottom and decides to go home.  I’ve heard this parable lots of 

times and for the first time, the word “deserve” struck me.  The prodigal son decides to 

return home and tell his father, “I no longer deserve to be your son.”  In his heart, the 

prodigal son doesn’t believe in the unconditional love of his father.  He believes the 

Father’s love is conditioned on his behavior.  When he was with the Father and doing 

everything right, he deserved to be called a son.  But now that he’s messed everything up, 

he no longer deserves it.  I’m afraid many of us think this way:  God loves me when I do 

everything right and God withdraws his love when I sin. 

 

But the parable reveals the unconditional love of the Father.  Even in his sin, the Father 

loves the prodigal son.  First, he never gives up hope.  The parable says that the Father 

spotted him while he was a long way off.  The Father was looking for him, waiting for 

him to return.   

 

One of my favorite lines of this parable is this:  This son of mine was lost and has been 

found.  He has been found.  This means someone was looking for him!  Who was looking 

for him?  God!  God so loves us that even in our sin he relentlessly pursues us.  Jesus is 

the Good Shepherd who goes in search of the lost sheep.  When we are stuck in our sin, 

those feelings of pain and emptiness are ways the Holy Spirit is nudging us to return 

home.  God wants us to experience the misery of our sin so that we come back to him. 

 

And what does the Father do when the son returns?  He runs to meet him.  He doesn’t 

rebuke the younger son.  He doesn’t punish him.  He puts a robe on him and a ring on his 

finger welcoming him back to the family.  He puts shoes on his feet.  In biblical times, 

slaves did not wear shoes.  The Father is releasing him from his slavery to sin.  And he 

kills the fatted calf.  This is the unconditional love of the Father. 

 

Did you notice the older brother too doesn’t understand the unconditional love of the 

Father?  He doesn’t understand how his brother can be forgiven.  And on this flip side he 

thinks he has earned his reward.  He has slaved for his Father his whole life.  He sees his 

relationship with his father as a master/slave relationship and his heart is devoid of love.  

He doesn’t desire to be in relationship with his Father and brother.  In fact, he refuses to 

even acknowledge his brother as brother but calls him, “this son of yours.”  He does not 

desire to feast with the family, but to have a kid goat for himself and his friends.  He 

believes he deserves all this because he follows the rules.  He doesn’t realize that it’s all a 

gift.  Son, everything I have is yours.  Receive it not as a reward but as a gift from a 

Father who loves you. 

 

Remember my challenge at the beginning of lent?  I encouraged all of us to reduce the 

blue glow.  I have to admit, I’m not doing so good, but we have 3 weeks left.  In these 



remaining 3 weeks, put your relationships first.  God, family, friends.  If you’ve been 

away from home like the prodigal son.  Come home.  The Father’s waiting for you.  

Come to confession.  Or if some anger is keeping you from entering the Father’s house.  

Let it go and realize – we’re all sinners.  None of us are deserving.  It’s all a gift. 


