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One of Dr. Carlyle Marney’s freshman students asked him, "Where was the Garden of Eden?" 

The class was shocked when Dr. Marney said, “I know exactly where the Garden of Eden was.  

It was 215 South Elm Street in Knoxville, Tennessee.  Dr. Marney explained, "It was there on 

Elm Street, when I was a boy, that I stole a quarter out of Mama's purse and ran to the store and 

bought a bag of peanut clusters and ate them as fast as I could.  Afterward, I was so ashamed, I 

hid in the closet.  Mama found me and asked, 'Why are you hiding?  What have you done?'" 

["Geography Lesson," Herald of Holiness, February 1996, p. 2].  I imagine all of us have done 

something we are ashamed of.  We can all identify our personal Eden – the place where we first 

knowingly disobeyed God. 

 

What’s the first point of this gospel?  We are all meant to identify with the adulterous woman.  

We’ve all done something we are ashamed of.  We are all sinners!  Let him who has no sin cast 

the first stone!  They all walked away, because they were all sinners.   

 

An Israelite woman in the bible represents the church – all of us.  What’s the story of the bible?  

God enters into a covenant with his people, but his people are unfaithful.  We turn away from 

God.  We break our covenant with the Lord.  All sin in some way then is an act of infidelity 

against our marriage covenant with God. 

 

Now, what is our tendency when we sin?  We hide.  After Adam and Eve sinned, they hid 

themselves.  Dr. Marney hid in his closet.  We can easily become overwhelmed by shame, 

embarrassment and fear due to our sin, but it is a moment of grace when our sins come to the 

light.  It must have been humiliating for that woman caught in adultery to stand in the middle of 

the circle of Pharisees – her sin exposed.  She probably wanted to die in that moment.  But it was 

also a moment of grace.  It’s easy to worry about what everyone is thinking of us.  In the litany 

of humility, we actually thank God for the times that we are rejected and humiliated like Jesus in 

his passion.   

 

As humiliating as that was, when she encountered Jesus, she would probably also look back and 

say, “It was the best day of my life.”  That encounter with the mercy of Jesus changed her 

forever.  It was the moment of conversion, when she left her old life of sin behind and heeded 

Christ’s words to go and sin no more.  When we encounter Jesus, our lives are truly changed. 

 

We can still have this encounter today!  We meet Jesus and his mercy in the sacrament of 

reconciliation!  Maybe there are some here who have been holding on to something from the past 

– maybe it was adultery, maybe an abortion, whatever it might be - the Lord is inviting us to 

bring it to the light of confession and to let it go. 

 



What’s the Good News of the Parable?  God did not send his only begotten Son to condemn the 

world but to save the world.  St. Paul says in Romans 8:1 “There is no condemnation for those 

who are in Christ Jesus.”  Jesus says to the woman, “Neither do I condemn you.”  How is this 

possible?  In justice, when we sin, we deserve condemnation.   

 

But you know what the very first station of the cross is?  Jesus is condemned to death.  Jesus had 

no sin.  He’s the only one that doesn’t deserve condemnation, but he traded places with us.  He 

took the condemnation of our sins upon himself and was judged in our place.  He paid the price 

for our sins on the cross.  And now it is through his blood that we have forgiveness of our sins.  

The blood of Jesus washes us clean every time we go to confessions. 

 

If you have not made a good confession this Lent, please take advantage of all the opportunities 

this week for confession.  The entire schedule for the JOCO Communal Penance Services is on 

the front cover of the bulletin.  There are confessions this week:  Sunday night, Monday night, 

Tuesday night, Wednesday night, Thursday night and Saturday afternoon.  Our communal 

penance service here at St. Michael will be on Monday night. 

 

I want to make just one other point about this gospel story.  Last fall at our priest convocation, 

Fr. Sean Kilkawly said something about this gospel that I had never thought of.  When Jesus said 

to the woman, “Has no one condemned you?”  The woman replied, “No one sir.”  And Fr. Sean 

said, “Let’s think about that.”  That includes Jesus, it includes the Pharisees, but it also includes 

the woman.  She was not condemning herself. 

 

This is an important point.  If we refuse to forgive ourselves, it’s kind of like saying, “Jesus your 

sacrifice on the cross wasn’t enough for me!”   

 

Sometimes after we sin, we give way to thoughts of:  how can God forgive me?  I’m not worthy 

of forgiveness.  And we almost sabotage ourselves because we just can’t get over a past mistake.  

Frustration with ourselves after we sin is really a subtle pride at work.  It is hard for us to accept 

that we are weak human beings in need of God’s constant support and grace.  

 

In his book, A Forgiving God in an Unforgiving World, Ron Davis tells the true story of a priest 

in the Philippines who carried the burden of a secret sin he had committed way back in high 

school.  He had repented and confessed his sin, but he still didn’t have peace about it.  In his 

parish there was a woman who was a mystic.  She had a deep relationship with Jesus and 

claimed to have visions in which Jesus spoke to her.  The priest was skeptical about all this.  So, 

to test her he said, "The next time you speak with Christ, ask him what sin I committed back in 

the high school."  The woman agreed.  A few days later the priest asked, "Well, Did Jesus speak 

to you about me?" "Yes, he did," she replied. "And did you ask him what sin I committed back in 

high school?" "Yes."  "And what did he say?"  She smiled and answered, "Christ said, 'I don't 

remember.”  You see when we confess our sins, God forgets them.  And so, we too have to let go 

of them.   

 

Did you hear the line in the first reading?  “Remember not the events of the past, the things of 

long ago consider not; see, I am doing something new.”  This the moment, to humbly confess our 

sins and then to let go of the past and begin to follow Jesus anew. 


