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We have a special event at Mass tonight.  Kate Cunningham, who just graduated from 

Blue Valley High School will be baptized, confirmed and make her First Holy 

Communion in the context of tonight’s Mass.  Kate, we welcome you and your family 

and friends who’ve gathered to celebrate. 

 

I just finished a book called, “Why I am Catholic.”  It was written by a young man in his 

20’s that converted to the Catholic Church.  He said if you want to be a mainstream 

young person today this is what is in vogue:  reject God, reject religion, and reject any set 

of objective moral teachings.  That’s what everyone is doing.  If you do those things you 

will be considered “cool” in wider society.  But if you want to be a rebel, if you want to 

be different, commit your life to Jesus and the Church He founded.  Kate you are 

choosing today the road less traveled.  What you are doing here tonight is a powerful 

witness to our community.  You are a shining light to our world. 

 

Kate, this is a good moment to stop and thank God for bringing you to this moment.  It 

was just a few years ago that Lauren O’Donnel and Andre Shea invited you to our youth 

group.  We make evangelization so complicated, but it’s simple!  It’s as easy as inviting 

someone to “Come and See.”   

 

Kate, you shared that what you found was a sense of community, a faith family.  This is a 

good reminder – all of us yearn for community because God made us for relationships.  

God in his very inner life is a family of love:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  We are made 

in his image and likeness and so we too are made for relationships.  God wants his people 

to be a family.  That’s what God always calls his people together to be Church – we are 

the family of God.  We are not called to journey alone through this life. 

 

In addition to youth group, Kate shared that a key moment in her journey of faith was 

attending the summer Steubenville youth conference.  Each summer, we send about 100 

teens to the Steubenville conference in Springfield, MO.  There are about 5000 teens that 

gather at this conference to worship God.  The conference is centered on Jesus.  The teens 

are led into worship through Praise and Worship music, there are dynamic speakers, 

small group time, but you know the most powerful part of the weekend?  It’s when we 

have Eucharistic Adoration in the context of Praise and Worship.  Jesus is brought out in 

the Monstrance and the priest carries Jesus around the auditorium blessing people as we 

sing and worship God.  I’ve heard kids say, “It wasn’t until Steubenville that I really 

understood that Jesus was truly present in the Eucharist.”  Kate, your personal encounter 

with Jesus at Steubenville is what really what solidified your faith and has led you to this 

moment.   



Interestingly, our gospel for this Sunday really encapsulates the entire story of salvation. 

So, often we hear the story of the Good Samaritan and we think, “OK, I get it!  I’m 

supposed to be a Good Samaritan!”  But, there is so much more to the story.  It actually 

relates the entire story of salvation. 

 

Jerusalem is built up on a hill.  It is the Holy City.  It is an image of paradise – the Garden 

of Eden.  Jericho, on the other hand, in the bible represents a city of sin.  It is located 

down the hill from Jerusalem and lies 1000 feet under see level.  So, to get to Jericho, 

you have to go down the hill.  The man in the story was going down from Jerusalem to 

Jericho.  This is the story of the fall of humanity. 

 

The man is then robbed, stripped and beaten.  As a result of the fall, we are robbed and 

stripped of our dignity and we are left wounded, half-dead on the side of the road.  All of 

us are meant to identify with this man.  We are all wounded, in need of healing.  We all 

need a Savior.     

 

A priest and Levite pass by on the other side of the road.  The law and all the sacrifices of 

the Old Testament have no power to save us.  All those animal sacrifices of the Old 

Testament have no saving power.  But it is the Good Samaritan who is the Christ figure 

in this gospel.  Interestingly, Samaritans were considered half-breeds:  they resulted from 

Jews intermarrying with pagans.  Jesus is no ordinary man – he is fully human and fully 

divine.   

 

And it is Jesus who comes to save us.  Jesus pours oil and wine into the man’s wounds - 

symbols of the sacramental life of the Church.  God’s saving grace comes to us through 

the sacraments.  The bible is very clear:  1 Peter 3:21 says baptism saves you now.  Kate, 

tonight all your sins will be washed away through your baptism and Jesus saves you.  

You will receive the gift of eternal life and then just as the Samaritan poured oil on the 

man’s wounds, we will put oil on your head to administer the sacrament of confirmation.  

In just a few moments, you will receive the Gift of the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit of Jesus 

will take up residence in your heart!  And then you will receive the Precious Body and 

Blood of Jesus in your First Holy Communion. 

 

The Samaritan brought the man to the inn – an image of the Church.  Tonight Kate, you 

will enter the Church.  And the Samaritan paid the price.  Jesus has paid the price for our 

sins by his blood on the cross.  And then the Samaritan said, “I will return again.”  Jesus 

will return again in glory to usher in the fullness of his kingdom.   

 

The story of the Good Samaritan is really the story of salvation history.  Now, what is our 

response to all the Jesus has done for us?  We are to go and do likewise for others.  Yes, 

we are called to show the same mercy and compassion that the Good Samaritan has 

shown to us.   


