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Fr. Haake said that a priest went into a school to visit a classroom and held up a crucifix 

and told the school children:  this is what maximum love looks like.  One of the children 

asked the classic Catholic question, “Ok, if that’s the maximum, what’s the minimum?”  

How often do we seek the minimums just so that we can squeak by and hopefully get our 

foot into purgatory! 

 

What’s the minimum – how late can I arrive to Mass and still fulfill my obligation?  How 

early can I leave?  What’s the minimum number of times I need to go to confession?  

How often do I have to pray?  Seeking the minimums is the path to mediocrity.   

 

Pope Benedict said, we’re not made for comfort, we’re made for greatness.  Jesus says, “I 

have come to set the earth on fire and how I wish it were already blazing!”  The Church 

right now needs people on fire – seeking the maximum love not minimum. 

 

When the Japan bombed Pearl Harbor, one of the Japanese Admirals named Yamamoto 

said, “I’m afraid all we have done is awaken a sleeping giant.”  It’s time for the sleeping 

giant to wake up!  The Catholic Church in America is a sleeping giant!  Pope Francis has 

told us we need to move from being a maintenance church to being a church on mission.  

It’s not time to retreat and cling to what we have, to maintain the status quo.  No, Jesus 

sends his church on mission:  to go out and make disciples. 

 

All the recent Popes:  Paul VI, John Paul, Benedict, Francis have all been calling for a 

new evangelization – a reawakening of the faith in the hearts of Christians.  In keeping 

with the call of the universal Church, Archbishop Naumann is calling our whole Diocese 

to focus on evangelization.  In fact, October 3, 4, and 5th we are having a Diocesan wide 

convocation on evangelization.  The title is, “Enflame Our Hearts.”  We are going to be 

praying that the fire of the Holy Spirit falls to enflame our hearts with a burning love for 

Jesus. 

 

All of us are called to be evangelists!  If we’re going to do this, number one – we have to 

take our faith seriously.  We can’t give what we don’t have.  One of the super priorities of 

our parish is deepening our spirituality.   

 

What is the next step God is asking you to take to go deeper?  Maybe it’s putting God 

first by making Mass the center of my week!  Maybe it’s coming back to confession.  

Maybe it’s a real commitment to daily meditation where we listen to God.  Maybe you’ve 

felt God nudging you to go on the Christ Renews His Parish retreat.  Maybe you need to 

reclaim your children for Christ.  We are all called to go deeper. 



 

Second, if were going to be evangelists we have to get more comfortable giving witness 

to what Christ has done in our lives. 

 

This past week, I was blessed to go with our youth group to the Life Teen camp in 

Georgia.  We left here Sunday night on a bus and arrived Monday afternoon around 4:30 

pm.  After getting settled in and having dinner the first event Monday evening was the 

“mud obstacle course.”  Yes, it involved getting really muddy.  At first, I kind of stood 

back and watched and finally, I thought – OK, I have to do this.  It was actually kind of 

liberating just to go crazy in the mud. 

 

After the obstacle course, all the kids covered with mud, gathered around a huge bonfire.  

One of the priests, standing next to me said, “Now, a priest usually processes down the 

hill to the bonfire with our Lord in the Eucharist.”  It’s a great reminder that Jesus comes 

to meet us in the messiness and brokenness and sin of our lives.  And then he invites us to 

follow him up the hill out of the mud.   

 

Part of evangelizing is giving our personal testimony.  It’s not easy.  It means being 

vulnerable.  It means admitting that at times, I’ve been muddy, broken and wounded by 

sin, but Jesus came to save me and is still saving me.   

 

Finally, evangelization is about accompaniment.  When we follow Jesus up that hill out 

of the mud, it might mean losing friends or at least people we thought were friends.  

When we begin to change our life, some people aren’t going to be happy.  Jesus says, “I 

haven’t come for peace, I’ve come for division.”  People who think the weekend is made 

for Michelob aren’t going to be happy when we stop living the party life.  That’s why 

Jesus calls his disciples together to accompany each other.  Were not alone in trying to 

follow Jesus. 

 

This weekend, I’m talking about the Archdiocesan capital campaign – it’s all about 

evangelization.  Every parish in the Diocese is participating in the campaign.  Our parish 

goal is 4.2 million.  Thanks to the generosity of many, we already have 3.2 million 

pledged.  The last million is always the hardest – that’s where we need your help.  By the 

end of this week, every parish family should have a pledge card in the mail from the 

Archdiocese.  Please prayerfully consider you gift and then return your pledge card to the 

Sunday offertory or return it to the parish office.  If for some reason, you cannot give, 

please still return your card.  It will reduce our follow up. 

 

The Diocesan campaign is primarily about evangelization.  There are four pillars.  First, 

10 million is being raised to update and renovate Savior Pastoral Center.  We need a 

pastoral center for evangelization.  This is where we have seminars, conferences and 

retreats.  Our Catholic high school students have their Kairos retreats, we have our 

spiritual mentorship program, engaged couple retreats and marriage encounters, just to 

name a few.  Sixty-thousand people a year use our Pastor Center. 

 



Ten million is designated for Villa St. Francis.  This is our Catholic nursing home. You 

know when missionaries go to foreign countries, the first thing they do is take care of the 

basic needs of the people and then they proclaim the gospel.  One of the ways the church 

evangelizes is by practicing charity and love and care for the most vulnerable. 

 

Seventeen million is designated for priest retirement.  Currently, a retired priest receives 

a monthly pension of around $1300.  Our pension plan is grossly underfunded.  In 

addition to funding our pension plan, the Archdiocese is planning a 12-unit retirement 

facility for our retired priests.  This will allow our retired priests to live in community, 

avoid isolation, and have the opportunity for shared meals, prayer, and liturgy together 

and hopefully still go out on the weekends to evangelize.     

 

Finally, the fourth pillar is the parishes.  Five million has been designated to help 

consolidate or demolish buildings and cover major building repairs in economically 

strapped parishes in the inner cities. 

 

Twenty-five percent of all the money raised will flow back to the parishes.  This is 

primarily to jump-start evangelization.  Evangelization doesn’t happen so much on the 

diocesan level.  Yes, we need buildings and infrastructure to support evangelization, but 

evangelization happens in our parishes and our neighborhoods.  We have a master 

planning committing working on how we are going to utilize this money to increase our 

hospitality, our handicap accessibility, and to pay off our debt so that we can free up 

money to focus on evangelization. 

 

Thank you for your generosity.  I have come to set the earth on fire.  Let’s ask the Lord to 

enflame our hearts with a burning love. 


