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I’m often approached by people concerned about their loved ones who say things like, 

“My son doesn’t practice the faith anymore, but he’s a good kid, can he still be saved?” or “I 

have a friend who is Muslim and she’s one of the nicest people I know, can she be saved?” To 

you I say, “ have courage”. Christ came and died that all might be saved, there is no one 

excluded from the love of God or His call to us to join Him in heaven.  People will come from 

the east and the west, from the north and the south, and will recline at the table in the Kingdom 

of God. There is not a single person that God cannot save.  Everyone is savable.   

That being said, we must also look at by what means we can be saved. Jesus, who is God, 

said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” He 

also said, “I am the gate. If any man enters by me, he shall be saved.” In Acts, Peter says to the 

Jewish authorities, “There isn’t salvation in any other than Christ. There is no other name under 

heaven given to men, through which man is saved.” In the first letter of John, it says “He who 

has Christ has Life.  He who doesn’t have Christ has no life.”  

Clearly, if salvation and everlasting life is what is desired, the means of being saved is 

through Jesus Christ and Christ alone.  It matters not how good one is by our worldly 

understanding of “goodness”. Without Christ, none are saved.  And I know that I just said 

everyone is savable, and that is still true, but the gate leading to life is narrow, and the road to it 

is hard.  The gate leading to destruction is wide and many walk it. Anyone can walk the narrow 

road, but it still is a road that must be walked.  

And I get it, this is a hard teaching. Why would an all good God allow for people He 

created not to be saved, we think.  I mean if I were God, I’d save everyone.  And there, in that 

thought, is the bud of the flower of the WEED that has been planted in our souls by the evil one. 

The sin of our first parents, of Adam and Eve, wasn’t just disobedience.  When they reached for 

the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, they were following the prompt of the 

serpent, who said if you eat the fruit, you will be like God. This is our original, sinful desire, to 

be God, and our pride tells us we can and that we might even do a better job.  But we are not 

God, we are His creatures. God had commanded Adam and Eve not to eat the fruit as a safeguard 

from this temptation. But we thought, and often still think, ourselves smarter than these rules that 

seem to us so arbitrary, that our will is better than God’s Will. 

Parents, when you set rules for you children to follow, is it because you hate them?  Is it 

because you want them miserable and burdened, weighed down and restricted from becoming 

fully realized adults?  Of course not. We provide rules and structure so that the children can learn 

and grow into responsible, mature adults that can make the right decision on their own. Even if 

we don’t understand it at the time, by following the guidelines of one who loves us, we, like 

vines on a trellis, are given the opportunity to grow and reach ever higher.  Our pride, however, 

tells us that we are already spiritually mature enough to ignore our heavenly Father’s rules and 

devise our own way of life. Sure, we give nods to God’s plan for our lives, as it is all good, but 

whenever we desire, we strike out on our own, and follow our own will, over and above the Will 

of God. THIS is the wide road to destruction.  It has many forms, and looks different for each 

person, but it has a common thread.  When we think we know better than God, we walk toward 

destruction.  When we allow God to be God, the ruler of the Universe and more importantly, our 
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lives, we humbly walk the narrow road and enter through the narrow gate, by which we must 

rely on Jesus to save us, for no man can save himself.  

And be weary, ye Catholics. There is nothing stopping a Catholic who does all the right 

things from going down this road to destruction as well. The Church is a great blessing in that 

she provides the sacraments and rules for living in a way that enables, encourages, and allows 

you to not be God, but to praise, thank, and worship God as He desires and deserves. But to 

whom much is given, much is expected. So even if you go to Mass every Sunday, if you aren’t 

offering yourself to God but rather sitting and waiting for God to do something FOR YOU, being 

physically present isn’t what saves you.  As the damned said in the gospel, “We ate and drank in 

your company,” but eating and drinking IN His company is different than eating and drinking 

WITH Him. Even if you pray a rosary every day, if it is just words said without any form of 

actual prayer, saying those words won’t aide you. Even if you follow the Catholic moral 

teaching, and you assent to all the teachings of the Church, if they aren’t lived out with and in 

Christ, it’s all for not, ultimately. “You taught in our streets”, the damned said, and the Lord 

responds “I do not know you, depart from me evil doers” 

Brothers and sisters, salvation is at hand. Christ is offering it to each and every one of us. 

He died for our sins and rose to new life that we might be united him. Turn toward the narrow 

way and encourage your friends and family to do likewise.  This is a serious matter.  Jesus is not 

just the BEST way, He is the ONLY way.  Be baptized. Get your family baptized, become 

incorporated in His Body. Turn to the Lord at all times, in good and in bad, let Him be the Lord 

of your life.  

Nobody said it’d be easy.  In fact, the opposite. We are called to pick up our cross and 

follow Christ, to not be rid of suffering, but to unite it with Christ’s sacrifice on Calvary. We are 

like unrefined gold right now.  God is calling us to be pure gold, which means we need to be rid 

of our impurities.  But what gold refines itself?  No, rather, the gold is placed in a fire, and as it 

heats up, all the impurities melt away, and the slag falls off. So too is it with us. The trials and 

tribulations of this life, if we let them, can be a purifying fire for us.  God is offering us 

opportunities in our lives to grow in charity, humility, hope, faith, temperance, prudence, and all 

the virtues. If we let it, God’s purifying fire, His disciplines, will rid us of our fallen worldliness 

and make us saints. But we have to let Him work in our lives. 

Do we surround ourselves with creature comforts in an effort to procure a good life in 

this world negligent of the next life?  Are we letting God care for us, or do we have it covered? 

Do we give of ourselves, time, talent, and treasure, in a sacrificial way till it hurts, or do we 

barricade ourselves from the disciplines of God with our temporal treasures? I urge you brothers 

and sisters, live a life reckless in God. Trust in His providence in your life. Let yourself be 

refined. Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I tell you, will attempt to enter by 

their own strength, but none will be strong enough. The narrow road is not one of pride but of 

humility. And I say this more to myself than anyone.  Be humble, for God is God, and you are 

not. And as high as the heavens are from the earth, so to are God’s ways better than our ways.  


