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Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia died in 2016.  He had nine children.  One of his 

children is a priest, Fr. Paul Scalia.  His son, Fr. Paul, preached at his father’s funeral 

mass.  I want to share with you the beginning of Fr. Paul’s homily. 

 

He said, “We are gathered here because of one man. A man known personally to many of 

us, known only by reputation to even more, a man loved by many, scorned by others, a 

man known for great controversy, and for great compassion. That man, of course, is Jesus 

of Nazareth. 

 

I’m sure most everyone thought that Fr. Paul was starting off his homily talking about his 

dad.  But no, he focused first on Jesus.  He first gave God the glory! 

 

Because of our fallen nature, due to our pride, we desire the limelight!  We want the 

glory, the accolades, the places of honor.  We want to be recognized and appreciated. 

 

But the readings this weekend are all about humility.  St. Augustine said if you were to 

ask me the way to God, I would say first is humility, second is humility and third - 

humility.  Humility is the mother of all virtues. 

 

What does it mean to be humble?  Sometimes we mistakenly think humility means we 

beat ourselves up or think bad about ourselves.  This is not humility.  In fact, St. 

Alphonsus says, “to be exasperated at ourselves after a fault is not humility but a subtle 

pride, as if we were anything else than the weak things that we are.”  Getting frustrated 

with ourselves, mulling over past mistakes is not humility, but a subtle pride. 

 

The word humility comes from the Latin word “humus,” which means “of the earth.”  A 

humble person is down to earth.  They’re not living in their own little fantasy world.  

They’re in touch with reality.  To be humble means to live in the truth. 

 

I want to talk today about living in the truth in our relationship with God and in our 

relationship with others.  First, what’s the truth about our relationship with God?  Jesus 

tells us “Without me you can do nothing.”  If we are humble, we see the truth that we are 

dependent upon God for everything.  Without God our lives have no meaning.  Even 

more to the point, without God, we have no life – we have no existence!”  (Scrupulosity 

and Sainthood p. 53) Remember God is holding us in existence with each breath we take. 

 

Think about this image: Jesus’ triumphal entrance into Jerusalem. Remember, Jesus came 

riding into Jerusalem on a donkey as the people cried out Hosanna, blessed is he who 



comes in the name of the Lord.”  By virtue of our baptism, we are called to be that 

donkey. Jesus has handpicked us for a task. It may be a very humble life, but it’s with 

Jesus, and for His service, and, therefore has infinite worth. The question is: Do we 

understand our true, humble role, or do we live an illusion. 

 

When we are proud, we are like a donkey who thinks all the applause is for him.  We 

think we deserve the accolades!  We might even go so far as to take a bow in 

acknowledgement of the world’s praise.  But by taking a bow, we send Jesus tumbling. 

And when we lose Jesus, how quickly the cheering stops! 

 

We may hear the praise of the world, but the humble person knows, it’s not due to me, 

but to the Messiah that we carry.  Give God the glory! 

 

How do we grow in humility in relationship with God?  Foster gratitude.  We recognize 

all is a gift:  our time, our talents, our very lives are all a gift.  Prayer is an act of humility.  

Giving time and attention to God.  Coming to Mass is an act of humility.  We admit here 

that apart from the Eucharist I’m weak.  I need to be nourished.   

 

Confession is an act of humility.  If I don’t recognize that I’m a sinner, then why do I 

need a savior?  When I go to Confession I’m living in the truth: Lord, I’m a sinner – I 

need your forgiveness and grace in my life. 

 

Obedience to Divine Law is an act of humility.  The most fundamental definition of pride 

is rebellion against God.  Pride is our stubborn refusal to obey God’s law! 

 

What about being humble in our relationship with others?  CS Lewis said, “Humility is 

not thinking less of yourself, but thinking of yourself less.”  Think about that again, 

“Humility is not thinking less of yourself, but thinking of yourself less.”  In our pride, we 

become self-absorbed, thinking only of myself and what I want.  Mother Teresa said the 

only life worth living is the life lived for others.  Humility means being attentive to the 

needs of others, losing yourself for others. 

 

There is a story that dates back from the Revolutionary War.  Two soldiers were 

struggling to move a log out of the way that was blocking the trail and as they struggled 

the captain watched seated on his horse.  Up came another man on horseback.  He looked 

at the captain and said why aren’t you helping these men.  The captain said, “do you 

know who I am? I’m the captain of the regiment.” The man on horseback without saying 

a word got off his horse and helped the men move the log.  As he got back on his horse 

he said, “If you men ever need a hand, don’t hesitate to ask for me – I’m General 

Washington.” 

 

Jesus is telling us to seek the lowest place, to be willing to be the last and servant of all.  

There are so many ways we can practice humility:  by listening to others, being attentive 

to others, showing understanding, avoiding rash judgment, being patient, avoiding 

comparison or thinking of myself as better than others.  How often do we confess sins of 



omission – times that I failed to even be attentive to the needs of other people because 

I’m so caught up in myself? 

 

Here’s the amazing news – God isn’t asking us to do something that he himself isn’t 

willing to do.  God humbled himself to take upon our human nature and he washed our 

feet.  Jesus is the model of humility.  Whoever humbles himself will be exalted.  Jesus 

went to the depths of humility – emptying himself on the cross for our salvation and now 

he reigns exalted in heaven.  Augustine has it right:  Humility is the way to God and the 

path to heavenly exaltation. 

 

 


