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 A man went to a wedding and at the reception, did not see his name on any of the seats.  

He had RSVP’d, surely there was a place for him.  But the more he looked, the more anxious he 

got that there was no place set for him. He sat in a chair at the largest table, for surely at such a 

large table, they would have space, they’d have room to spare.  But as the wedding party entered 

and took their places along the head table, the man realized his mistake. Embarrassed, he tried to 

sit in an open seat nearby. Only after seeing the confused looks on their faces did he realize this 

was grandma’s seat, and she was coming back from the bathroom.  He went to the next table, 

only to find no room again. Another table, and another, creating quite a scene as he repeatedly 

had to get up and move to a lower table. It was only when he arrived at the kids table at the back 

that he found not only an open spot, but one with his name on it. Why would the groom do this 

to him?  Were they not good friends from college?  Did the groom really think that little of him, 

to sit him with the children? Just as he was about to get up and leave in anger, a voice said, “you 

really made a fool of yourself.”  He turned to see a beautiful woman sitting in the open seat next 

to him. “Hi,” she said as she shook his hand, “the groom thought we’d have a lot of fun sitting 

together, but I’m watching my little cousins, so I have to sit here. But if you want to leave, I 

understand.” The man, beet red with embarrassment, happily stayed and enjoyed the rest of the 

reception. 

Jesus tells us in our Gospel to be humble, to take the lowest seat. Our sinful pride rejects 

such a notion.  We, as humans, are, after all, made in God’s image. We were given dominion 

over all creation.  He has given me amazing gifts, gifts that I’m supposed to share with the 

world.  How am I supposed to do that if I’m never acknowledged for those gifts.  I need to let the 

people know how great I am, so I can be the solution to their problems. 

Can you hear …how annoying that is?  Granted, that’s an extreme, but in smaller ways, 

every day, we all have similar thoughts. “Why does Bill get the promotion and not me, do they 

not see how lazy he is?” “I cook, I clean, I get the kids to school and I work, if I just stopped for 

a day, then I’d get the recognition I deserve.” “Why wasn’t I asked to lead this bible study? Do 

they think that I don’t know a boatload of stuff about the gospels, cuz I do…”  

Pride in our abilities and gifts, in our status, in our clout, is the engine driving many other 

sins. Jealousy, anger, impatience, being stingy with our OH so valuable time, demanding that 

things be always done our way because clearly we know what is best. Pride isn’t always seen in 

big flashy statements or monuments.  Often, it is an invisible, interior elevation of self that eats 

away at our trust in others and in God. The proud becomes self-reliant, needing no help or aide 

from man nor God. In his pride the wicked man does not seek God, in all his thoughts there is no 

room for God. So what happens to the proud?  Psalm 73 tells us: “The proud are on a slippery 

path; and they slide to their destruction.  How quickly they come to their ruin, wiped out, 

destroyed by terrors.” This is because the proud man has no deference to his Creator, but rather 

thinks himself the source of his own goodness.  This is an illusion that our sinful pride tries to 

convince us is the reality, but it is merely a phantom. And then when reality hits, it bursts 

through the specter of grandeur and topples the proud from the lofty heights upon which he has 

set himself. This is the source of embarrassment, to be brought low by reality from the high place 
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we’d set ourselves. And if we fight reality, demanding a higher place, we will repeat the 

embarrassment over and over again as reality slowly puts us in our proper place.  

But God doesn’t desire our embarrassment. He’s not some cruel overlord wringing His 

hands, cackling as He watches you squirm. But if we persist in our prideful assertions, 

humiliation is inevitable. The way to never be embarrassed is to always remain humble, to put 

oneself in the lowest place, even if you know that your place is higher. For if the lowest place is 

indeed our place, we have chosen correctly. If we are called to a higher place, it is an honor, and 

not an embarrassment, to be exalted as such. In fact, as the first reading says, the greater we 

believe ourselves to be, the more we ought humble ourselves. Humility is willingly lowering 

oneself, not in a self-degrading way, but through a recognition that we are creations of God. If 

we keep our eyes focused on God, and make our relationship with Him our priority, we find that 

our other relationships fall into place, and we ascend to our proper place.  

Because if we are focused on God, the Creator of the Universe, we recognize our 

lowliness before the Almighty Lord. God elevates us from there as children of God, but that is 

not something we do, but rather something that is done for us by God. We must follow His lead, 

so when he says “I come not to be served, but to serve” then we should follow suit. From this 

low stance of a handmaid of the Lord, we recognize the dignity and the importance of others.  

We learn to love not in order to be loved, but for the good of the other person. We become 

patient with others, more generous with our time.  We become content with the little we have in 

a worldly sense because we are filled with Christ and trust that we are cared for by Him.  We 

find ourselves less angry, as we serve others rather than demand things from them.  We more 

readily accept the good and the bad that happens to us, for we have greater trust in God’s power 

working in our lives. Humility is not normal in this world.  It stands out and is a witness to your 

faith. 

We see this most perfectly imaged in Jesus Christ himself, who, as Paul says, “though he 

was God (the infinite, almighty, all knowing, all good God), he emptied himself and took the 

form of a slave and was born in the likeness of man…it was thus he humbled Himself, 

obediently accepting even death, death on a cross! Because of this, God highly exalted him.” 

And this wasn’t just 2000 years ago.  Jesus, the Creator and God of the Universe, every day, 

humbles himself for our sake, to come before us as little communion hosts.  He nourishes us and 

sustains us with His humility, He shows us what true love looks like.  

If we are followers of Christ, we are to be like Christ. When we sin, we reject that 

identity as a follower of Christ, turning away from Him. Pride is a potent and prevalent sin.  It’s 

a vice which many have that grips us and keeps us from turning to God. But the virtue that 

conquers pride is humility, and it is something always worth praying for. Praying for a deeper 

trust and reliance on God rather than ourselves.  But be not deceived, humility is not 

helplessness. The humble serves, without requiring service of others.  The haughty demands the 

service of others, while never serving himself. Be not haughty, serve without expecting service 

in return.  For this, you will be held high by the Lord your God, who holds all things in His 

creating hands.  Trust in the Lord, serve Him humbly, for God has a plan for you, we just have to 

get out of our own way and let Him work.  


