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Let’s hear that again. If anyone comes to me without hating his father and mother, wife and 

children, brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.  That’s some strong 

language. Doesn’t sound like Jesus, does it? Right, Jesus sounds more like the first letter of John, 

which says, whoever hates his brother has murdered him and Whoever claims to love God, yet hates 

his brother or sister is a liar. So what the deal?  I looked it up, it’s the same Greek word “miseo” 

which is rightly translated to hate, to detest, or most softly, to love less. Now many will cling to that 

last translation, adamant that Jesus just means we are supposed to love our families and our lives less 

than him. And this is indeed true.  But that’s not how the verse reads. Jesus isn’t comparing our love 

for our families to anything, otherwise he would have tacked on “hate them more than me” or 

something like that. BUT HE DOESN’T.  Jesus, who is known for shooting straight, meaning what 

he says, tells all those who are pursuing him, if anyone comes to me without HATING his father and 

mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.  

 While my way of reading this is not the only way, or even the most correct way, as who 

can fully understand the mind of God, I find the key to this being in the words follow and disciple. 

When we hear disciple, we usually think of the followers and Jesus, and rightly so.  But our Latin is 

so bad anymore that calling someone a disciple feels more like a title of rank and honor as opposed 

to the lowly apprenticeship that it was.  Discipulus in Latin means follower, but it also means student 

or trainee. It makes sense then that the disciples would so often refer to Jesus as teacher, for they 

were students. They are learning from Him, not in a classroom setting, which wasn’t very common 

at all back then.  Rather, you learned from your teacher by walking around with Him, physically 

following Him around, not just following Him on Instagram or Tik Tok and like it when he posts 

inspirational quotes.  You did more than just listen to what He said, you lived His life, because that 

is how you learned, by walking a mile in His shoes.  

 So in our Gospel, we have a large crowd traveling with Jesus, his discipuli, his disciples, 

those who follow Him or at least want to. He’s just told a parable about how the Master would invite 

many to the heavenly banquet, but those invited would not come, so the Master invites everyone.  

They’re feeling pretty good, here they are having accepted the invitation. They are starting their 

journey.  

But then Christ gives them instruction on what they need to be his students, like a list of school 

supplies.  They lean in eager to listen and he tells them exactly what they will need to follow him//  

Nothing. Absolutely nothing.  In fact, not just nothing as in “you don’t need to get anything”, but 

nothing as in “you also must be rid of what you have.” Everything you are attached to, that you love 

so much, even the good things in your life, like your spouse, your children, even your own life; you 

must detest these things to come to Christ.  

So often when we approach God, we bring a bunch with us, and not just an offering, or baggage 

that we are giving up to God, but also the good things we cling to tightly. It’s not bad to have a job 

or to make money, but if your work keeps you from coming to Christ first and foremost, if having 

money in the bank is more important than following Christ, then if you want to follow Christ, you 

must detest them for keeping you from Christ//. It is not bad to have a wife or kids, it’s actually 

really good.  But if they keep you from following Christ, which ought to be our first priority, they 

need to be put aside.  If fear of losing your life or your livelihood keeps you from following Christ, 
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you love your life more than you do Christ.  Hate your life, that you might approach God with Him 

as your sole priority. 

God alone must be our focus.  God alone is our inheritance.  God alone is our desire. -We must 

give up our father and mother, our sisters and brothers, or children and property, offering it to God 

as a sacrifice, saying Lord, I give you these things of my life, for I do not need them, I only need 

you.  For you alone are the holy one, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the most high, and you 

alone are all I desire.  It is only when we have done this that we can truly be called discipuli Christi, 

the disciples of Christ. This is how one comes to Christ, naked and dedicated. 

It is a great equalizer.  It does not matter who you are, whether you were a high ranking Jewish 

official like Paul or a slave like Onesimus, all who wish to be followers of Christ begin with nothing.  

All disciples are equal in that they all possess only Christ, when they have sacrificed all else.  This of 

course is easier for the one who has little.  As Christ said, it is easier for a camel to pass through the 

eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.  

But why would anyone want to do that?  The man who has no family and no possessions gains 

much in this exchange.  But what of the man with a good family, a good job, a wealth of money and 

possessions, why would they make such an exchange?  Because of the promise, the promise Christ 

who is God made to his disciples. Freedom and a divine inheritance.  Christ is offering True 

freedom. Freedom from fear, freedom from worry, freedom from anger, freedom from sin.  And it is 

not as though by giving up the good things in our life to follow Christ means we can never have nice 

things.  In fact, Jesus promises that those who have left home or brothers or sisters or mother or 

father or children or fields for Christ and for the gospel will receive it back 100 fold in this life.  For 

God is generous and the source of all Goodness, no one outdoes God in generosity.  If you sacrifice 

for Him in this life, know that you will have lost nothing, but gained everything.  But unless we give 

up these things, hating them, we will never offer them to God, but rather try to hold them alongside 

God.  But God is jealous, and wants you all for Himself.    

Christ is offering renewal to all those who give up everything to follow Him, to his disciples.  This 

is a new way of life.  Even though we don’t physically walk around following Jesus, His disciples 

today live as though they do. The life of a disciple looks different. If life with Christ looks the same 

as life without Christ, just with a Jesus fish bumper sticker on it, you do not have life in Christ. We 

must, as Christ says, carry our own crosses and come after him, bearing it as Christ did, willingly 

and for the good of others. There is great solace and joy in Christ, but it doesn’t come from 

eschewing suffering or sorrow, in fact, it is only in embracing the suffering with Christ that we find 

peace in our minds and hearts and that we can carry great burdens. 

 I say all this not to scare you, but to prepare you.  What construction crew doesn’t evaluate 

the cost and materials for a build before beginning construction?  Or what general doesn’t assess the 

embattled road that awaits them before marching down it? You know the cost of being Christ’s 

disciple, it’s all that you have.  But you also know the reward, all that Christ have, which is 

everything, in this life and the next. The reward of being a true disciple of Christ is well worth the 

admission price. So Have faith that your sacrificial giving is never in vain. Hate your family and 

your own life, and love the Lord alone, for only then can we truly love our families as God does.  


