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“Behold the Lamb of God.”  Jesus is the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.   

 

The more we understand the Old Testament, the more our Christian faith makes sense.  I want to 

walk through two references in the Old Testament to the lamb.  The first is the story of Abraham 

and Isaac.  Remember, God put Abraham to the test and asked Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac 

in the land of Moriah.  As they reached the top of hill, Isaac says to his father, “Here are the fire 

and the wood, but where is the sheep for the holocaust?”  Listen to Abraham’s response, “God 

himself will provide the sheep for the holocaust.”  When God stopped Abraham, he spied a ram 

in the thickets.  Abraham offered the ram as a holocaust.  A ram is not a lamb!  A ram is a fully-

grown sheep.  It is not a young innocent lamb.  So, the promise that God would provide a lamb 

was unfulfilled.  God would provide a lamb in the land of Moriah.  Mount Calvary, where Jesus 

died is in the land of Moriah.  Jesus is the lamb that God himself would provide for the sacrifice. 

 

The whole story of Abraham and Isaac is a foreshadowing that God the Father will offer His 

beloved Son.  Jesus is the lamb that the Father provides who freely gave His life as a sacrifice for 

the salvation of the world. 

 

The second primary Old Testament story that features a lamb is the story of Passover.  God’s 

chosen people were enslaved in Egypt under Pharaoh.  Pharaoh’s heart was hardened so God 

sent the 10 plagues upon Egypt.  Remember the last plague was that all the first-born males in 

Egypt would die.  But how were the Hebrew children saved?  They sacrificed the paschal lamb 

and smeared the blood of the lamb on their doorposts so that the angel of death would pass over 

them.  We too are saved by the blood of the Lamb.  Jesus is the Lamb of God by whose blood we 

are saved. 

 

In one of my favorite homilies by St. John Chrysostom, who lived in the fourth century, he says 

how much more will the angel of death pass over Christians whose lips are purpled by the blood 

of the lamb.  St. John says our bodies are a temple and our mouth is the doorway to the temple of 

our body.  When we receive Holy Communion, our lips are purpled with the Blood of Christ.  

And seeing the blood of the Lamb on our lips, the angel of death passes over us.  We are saved 

from death by the blood of the Lamb. 

 

After God’s chosen people were led out of Egypt, God told them, I want you to remember what 

I’ve done for you.  To remember, you are to celebrate each year the Passover meal.  At the 

Passover, you have to sacrifice a male lamb and to renew your covenant with me and then you 

have to consume the lamb.  We too have to consume the lamb to renew our covenant with God.  

How do we consume the lamb?  It’s right here in the Holy Eucharist, that we consume the lamb 

of God.  Before coming up for Holy Communion, the priest says, “Behold the lamb of God!  



Behold him who takes away the sins of the world!”  And what do we say, “Lord, I am not worthy 

for you to come under my roof, but only say the world and my soul shall be healed.”   

 

After Jesus died, God allowed the temple in Jerusalem to be destroyed.  Why?  Because there is 

no need for further animal sacrifice.  Jesus has fulfilled all the sacrifices of the Old Testament.  

His self-offering is the one perfect sacrifice that takes away the sins of the world.  And now 

every time we gather for the Mass, Christ’s total self-offering to the Father is re-presented to us 

here on this altar.  Re-presented.  It is made present anew.   

 

In participating in this sacrifice, we are meant to be conformed to Jesus the Lamb of God.  What 

does this mean to be like Jesus the lamb of God?  First, a lamb is docile, submissive.  Jesus saved 

us by being obedient to the Father’s will.  Remember in the garden, he prayed not once but three 

times, Father, let this cup of suffering pass but not my will but yours be done.  As a lamb, Jesus 

surrendered to the Father’s will. 

 

Here are words that I would associate with being like the Lamb of God:  Surrender, submission, 

to give over control.  If we are going to be like Jesus, it’s no longer about what I want or but 

what does God want to achieve through me.   

 

This outlook is revolutionary.  It can change our lives if when we wake up in the morning our 

day is not about my projects and desires but seeing myself as Mother Teresa would say – a pencil 

in God’s hands.  Father, my life is yours.  Like a lamb, I’m docile to your will.  I surrender.  My 

life is yours. 

 

Secondly, being conformed to Jesus the Lamb of God means a willingness to lose our life in 

sacrifice for others.  This ultimately is what love is – to will the good of others – even to the 

point of sacrifice.  Because of the fall, our tendency is to turn inward – to think about ourselves.  

To be like Jesus the Lamb means to empty oneself for others through sacrifice and service. 

 

There are many ways we can give others our time and attention:  listening, being cheerful when 

interrupted, practicing small acts of self-denial or mortification and offering those to Jesus for 

the good of his Body the Church.   

 

Jesus is the Lamb by whose blood we are saved.  To follow the Lamb, we too are invited in trust 

to place our lives in the Father’s hands and live this life of self-sacrificing love.  We know that it 

is in giving that we receive, and in a willingness to lose our lives that we find salvation. 


