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We are blessed with a beautiful church.  I’d argue it’s one of the most beautiful churches in 

Johnson County. Now if you want to see a beautiful church in our diocese, you go to St. Mary’s 

church in St. Benedict, Kansas, that place is gorgeous. The architectures of these churches aren’t 

just aesthetically pleasing but are also rich with symbolism and meaning.  St. Peter makes the 

claim that the Church, capital C church, not this building, but the community of believers, is built 

of living stones. So not only should we imagine the Church as a whole, being comprised of 

believers, but our church building here should also reflect the same reality. We make beautiful 

churches not because we want a pretty building to sit and pray in, but because it should be a 

reflection of who we are. There are several ways that you, the people of God, are imaged in the 

structure of the Church: in the bricks that barricade the outside of the building, and in the 

columns which hold up the building , but the way that I want to highlight today is in the stained 

glass.   

Consider the stained glass. If you can see one of them, here in the corners or in one of the side 

chapels, look. What is the beauty of the stained glass?  Is it in the hard, cold metal that gives 

structure to the glass?  Is it in the image the glass portrays, how well the glass images something 

else? Is it in the colored glass itself? No, I’d argue.  The beauty of stained glass is how well it 

lets light shine through in its own unique way.  Those who have seen stained glass with darkness 

behind it can attest, these windows can be downright ugly if they aren’t well lit. You can still 

discern the color and the shape, sometimes, but it is not attractive, it doesn’t draw you in, it 

doesn’t beg to be noticed, not until the light shines through it.  Or consider an extremely dusty 

window, or glass filled with tiny rocks and other particles making the glass opaque. It loses its 

luster and beauty because it inhibits the light from shining through it.  So too are we as the 

people of God.  

The Lord fashioned us, pure and holy, made us to allow Christ, the True Light from True Light, 

to shine through us and be a light to the nations.  We, like stained glass, are only beautiful, and I 

mean true beauty, to the extent that we let His light shine through us. Our beauty, our glory is not 

our own, but God’s. When God does not shine in our lives, we do not shine, we are only colored 

pieces of glass.  But God, in His providence, creates and connects us so that when He shines in 

and through us, we image for the world the beautiful visage of Our Lord, Jesus Christ. As Isaiah, 

speaking on behalf of God to His people, says in our first reading, “It is through you my servant, 

that I show My glory to the nations, that My salvation for you may reach the ends of the earth.”  

And that’s important; it is not our salvation, it is God’s glory, God’s salvation for us, shining 

through us, to all the nations.  

We don’t save the world.  God saves the world and He would like to do it through us. We hear 

this time and time again in the psalms. Psalm 20 reads, “Some trust in chariots and some in 

horses, but we trust in the Lord our God.” Psalm 33 reads, “a king is not saved by his army, nor a 

warrior delivered by his great strength, a vain hope for safety is the horse, despite its power, it 

cannot save.” Psalm 146 reads, “Put no trust in princes, mere mortals are powerless to save.” 

Over and over again they repeat, the things in this world that seem strong and powerful: kings, 

princes, armies, warriors, chariots and horses; none of these things can save you. Their strength 

will all fail them.  God, however, who wants to be our strength, will never fail, if only we’d let 
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him work through us, to get out of our own way and let God through, to put aside our own 

prideful assurance that we know best, that we can solve our problems, and let God’s salvation 

come to us.  

And it is not enough for us to turn to God for strength and guidance, only to be selfish and hold 

him for ourselves.  If the stained glass absorbed all the sun’s rays, there would be no beauty 

emanating from it.  So too if we selfishly horde all the gifts God has given us, do we fail to live 

into how we were made? We are as a sieve, we aren’t meant to hold the greatness of God but for 

a moment, before it goes out from us upon the rest of the world. God wants to work through us to 

reach the nations.  He can do it by himself, just as the sun’s light can travel through an open 

window, but the glory of the whole color spectrum found in the sun’s rays are appreciated all the 

more when they shine through stained glass. So too is God’s glory most clearly seen in His saints 

who know this truth about themselves and live it out.  

And it is not as though God looked out over all humanity and saw the saints as the cream of the 

crop and said, I select you, I want to shine through you.  No, God wants to shine in all of us, the 

saints are just the ones who let him. In a great turn of irony, it is often those least suited for a role 

in His Kingdom who are called. For the humble man who knows he is not the source of goodness 

who lets He who is Goodness itself take the lion’s share of the work and the credit, as they allow 

God to work in them.  The proud and the strong attributes strength to himself and does not see a 

need to let God work when he has it handled himself. “I have no need for God,” the proud fool 

says to himself, “I can do good all by myself.” He fortifies himself with earthly goods and 

worldly success, covering himself in this fallen world until he no longer lets the Light of Christ 

shine through him, and yet he feels secure in his ability to save himself. But his strength, as great 

as it is, will fail. Not only will he not save himself, he can do nothing to save others. 

For God, by shining in and through us, not only saves us, but saves others too. We are called to 

take the light of God that shines in and through us out to those whose lives are shrouded in 

darkness. We do not point to ourselves, boasting of our secular accolades, as though that will 

attract people to God. No, we are to be like John the Baptist and point to Christ. We must 

decrease that He might increase. And it is through us that God desires to reach more and more 

people.  Look at Paul, called to be an apostle. Apostle comes from the Greek Apostolos meaning 

one who is sent. Paul is called to be sent out, and not to share himself, but to share Christ. Paul’s 

ability to let the light of Christ shine in him drew thousands from around the Mediterranean not 

to Paul, but to Christ, who was and is the strength and glory of Paul and all those everywhere 

who call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, no matter where in the world they may be.  

So too are we all sent, just like John, just like Paul. We are called to be sent not because you’ve 

demonstrated our goodness, not because we do the right things, but because God made us for 

this, fashioned us from the beginning for this, it is who we are. At the end of each Mass, all four 

dismissal options start with the same word. Go! The dismissal in latin is Ite Missa est. Ite means, 

Go, and Missa est can mean a couple of things.  We get the word Mass from Missa, so you can 

translate it, Go, that is the mass.  But more accurately, Missa comes from the same Latin word 

from which we get words like emissary or mission. So, it should be heard, Go, that is your 

mission. Not to come to church and receive Christ and horde Him selfishly, but to go out and be 
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a light to the nations by letting Christ, who dwells within us in the most intimate way, shine 

brightly in and through us, for all to see. 

After my homily, we will bring up roses to commemorate the over 60 million lives lost to 

abortion over the last half a century since Roe v Wade passed on Jan 22nd, 1973. This is one of 

the greatest genocides of the modern age, and the targeted can’t even lift a finger to defend 

themselves.   

The only advocate they have is us. It is crucial as this year starts and our legislators try to amend 

our constitution to protect the unborn, beginning with hearings starting this Tuesday, that we are 

praying and doing our part to let Christ shine His mercy and His love into this terrible tragedy.  

Now is the time.  God made you for this. But remember always, you don’t save the world, God 

saves the world, and He would love to do it through you. 

 


