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At 2:45 am on August 6, 1945, the Enola Gay took off from a small Island in the Pacfic.  This 

was the B-29 bomber carrying the Atomic bomb that was dropped on Hiroshima Japan.  In an 

instant ½ million people were killed. 

 

But something miraculous occurred that day.  Just eight blocks from where the bomb dropped, 

there was a Catholic Church and attached to that Church was the rectory where Jesuit priests 

lived.  When the bomb hit, the Church and everything around was totally flattened, annihilated, 

but the home of the Jesuits was untouched.  It was in this house that these priests devoutly 

prayed the rosary every day. 

 

This is known as the rosary miracle of Hiroshima. Seventy years later there is still no explanation 

how they weren’t killed when the bomb hit.  Not only were they not killed, but they had no 

radiation sickness, they never lost any hearing or had any long-term defects. 

 

Mary protected her sons.  If you want to learn more about the Hiroshima Rosary miracle, simply 

Google:  Hiroshima Rosary miracle.   

 

Today we celebrate the Feast of Mary Mother of God.  This feast really tells us more about Jesus 

than Mary.  All the feasts of Christmas are helping us identify who this baby is that was born in 

Bethlehem.  By calling Mary the Mother of God, we are identifying Jesus as true God.  Jesus is 

God and Mary is his mother, so she is the Mother of God. 

 

Listen to what St. Cyril of Alexandria wrote in the early 400’s, “I have been amazed that some 

are utterly in doubt as to whether or not the holy Virgin is able to be called the Mother of God.  

For if our Lord Jesus Christ is God, how should the holy Virgin who bore him not be the Mother 

of God?" (Letter to the Monks of Egypt 1 [A.D. 427]) The council of Ephesus in 431 declared 

that true Christians recognize Mary as Mother of God – The Theotokos – which means the God 

bearer. God came into the world through Mary. 

 

Now, this is the Good News for all of us:  not only is Mary the Mother of Jesus, but Mary is our 

Mother!  Remember on the cross, Jesus said to the beloved disciple, “Behold your mother.”  And 

to his mother:  “Behold your son.”  Who is the beloved disciple?  Each one of us is called to be a 

beloved disciple of the Lord.  Jesus entrusted his mother to each one of us and the bible says the 

Beloved Disciple took Mary into his home.  We too are to invite Mary into our homes.  We are 

to have a relationship with Mary and place ourselves under her mantle. 

 

Sometimes people say – if you focus too much on Mary won’t that take away from Jesus.  I love 

Cardinal Dolan’s response to this.  He says think about a dating relationship.  When a man meets 

a woman and begins dating you know things are getting serious when she invites him to “meet 

the parents.”  Going over for dinner at his girlfriend’s house and meeting her parents doesn’t 

detract from his relationship with her!  In fact, it enhances it.  Now, all the sudden, he realized – 



this is what your going to look like in 30 years!  That’s where you get those mannerisms!  That’s 

why you talk the way you do!  Getting to know someone’s family doesn’t take away from your 

relationship, it enhances it.  The same with Jesus.  As we get to know Jesus’ mother and the 

saints, they give us new insights into Christ and enhance our relationship with him. 

 

In closing, one way we grow in our relationship with Mary and also meditate on the life of Jesus 

is by praying the rosary.  The Church asks us especially on New Year’s Day to pray the rosary 

for peace in our world.  Make the rosary be a part of your daily prayer life.  This is a beautiful 

way to place ourselves under Mary’s mantle like those Jesuit priests in Hiroshima, Japan.  We 

too can be assured of Mary’s mother care and protection. 

 


