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I want you to imagine for a moment the most successful person you know of.  Someone who 

went from obscurity and nothing, and now has everything. Now imagine that we got them to 

come here and give a talk to y’all about the secret to their success. They stand up front, regaling 

you with the story of their journey, and all that they’ve gone through. And at the end, they say 

“I’ve learned a lot but you wanna know the key to my success? I’ve boiled it down to one 

phrase…”  What would you do?  Are you attentive and alert lest you miss a word or any part of 

it? Would you be recording what he said on video or on paper? Would you hang it over your 

desk or on the wall as a reminder, so that you can look upon it everyday and try to live it out?  

Well, I may not be the most successful person who’s ever lived, but I know who is, and He told 

me this. So write this down, never forget, keep this at the fore of your mind.  The key to human 

flourishing is this, “love the Lord your God, with all your heart, with all your soul and with all 

your mind.” If this is your top priority, all else falls into place, because all else is also dependent 

upon God.  “All was created through Him, all was created for Him; He is before all else; In Him 

everything continues in being.”  

It’s just that easy, folks.  Love the Lord with every last part of yourself, and you will find the 

greatest fulfilment. If we don’t give God everything, for what is love but self gift to the other for 

their good; if we don’t give everything to God, but rather retain a part of us for ourselves or 

another idol, we cannot be fulfilled. Because we are made for love, and God is love, so we are 

made for God. So by being fully God’s, by giving all ourselves to Him, by loving the Lord with 

all that we are, we are living out our purpose, the end goal for which we were created. So what 

are we waiting for, let’s do that right now!......Are you feeling fulfilled yet?...No?  Why not? 

I’ll tell you. Because as hard as we try, we are really bad at loving God with all we are. I 

remember once I was in high school at an adoration night, and the music leader was like, alright, 

let’s sing this refrain with all your heart…so I tried…and then again later, he said, “alright, with 

all your heart now.” And I’m over here like, I’m giving her all she’s got capt’n. Do I raise my 

hands higher? I don’t know// How am I to love God with all my heart, much less love him with 

all my heart, soul, mind, my whole being, when I’m so bad at it? Well first we must reflect on 

why we are so bad at loving and giving of ourselves. 

Mainly, it’s because we believe everything is competitive.  And not just competitive in a “I want 

to win” kind of way, I mean on the very order of our being, in our metaphysical essence, all 

things compete. We look around and we see that two things cannot be in the exact same space at 

the exact same time. If two things, like my fists, wanted to be in this space in front of the 

microphone…you see they compete. Only one of them can exist in that place at that time, and it 

must push out what was there, one must conquer the other.  And we know this intuitively.  When 

a ball comes flying at our head, we react by moving, because if we didn’t, our head and the ball 

would have to compete for that space at that time, and that can be a very painful encounter.  

And so when it comes to loving God, when it comes to giving of ourselves to God, we are 

responding to God trying to love us, to give Himself to us. And if we are open to that by loving 

God, then God’s essence tries to move in.  And that’s scary. We’re afraid of that.  If you think a 

dodgeball flying at your head gets you to move, imagine an infinitely powerful God saying “I’m 



10/25/20 AOT30 Dan Weger 

moving in.” …We say we’re open to God loving us, yet then when God approaches, we flinch 

and get out of the way.  

But here’s the thing, God is non-competitive.  Again, that doesn’t mean that God is passive and 

doesn’t desire to win your heart. It means that where God is, we can also be, at the same time. 

Bishop Barron would talk about this a lot.  He would point to, as an image, Moses and the 

Burning Bush.  Flames of fire came from within the bush. The bush was on fire, but it was not 

consumed, it did not burn up. God’s presence lit the bush on fire, but it didn’t overtake or destroy 

the bush. Both God and the bush existed in the exact same place, at the exact same time.  One 

does not conquer the other. And thus, when God loves us, and we love God, we don’t lose 

ourselves to the presence of God within us.  It is not as though we become this empty shell as we 

give ourselves and then God’s Spirit moves in and puppets us, robbing us of our identities. 

Rather, we are set on fire, enlivened, and become even more ourselves.  

But we don’t fail to love God only because we fear that we will cease to be if we give Him 

everything. Truly, like always, we also have a nasty habit of being selfish, and not desiring to 

give of ourselves, but to always take, to protect ourselves. So we need humility too.  

But Father, I hear some of you say, what about the second part of what Jesus said?  Should we 

not love our fellow man as ourselves? OF COURSE we should love our neighbor, but that 

MUST come second. Because if we do not love God, being filled with the Spirit to become our 

best selves, then what hope do we have of loving our neighbor?  If we cannot properly love the 

God who created us, Who gives us everything, Who loves us so deeply that He died for us, what 

hope do we have of properly loving anyone else? I mean, we are all fallen, and our love is NOT 

always pure. Yet so many people today desire to live out the second command, but not the first. 

So much so that I heard a woman say that the state of her soul and salvation comes second to the 

state of human lives in this time and place. That if, upon her death, St. Peter informs her that 

every cause she backed, and every view she held was "unchristian", and has led to her eternal 

damnation then she believes she’d still be at peace knowing she fought for the dignity and rights 

of those who are suffering. She put the cart before the horse. Christians desire to love those who 

are suffering, but we can only love well if we have been loved well.  You may have heard that 

Hurt people hurt people. It’s also true that Loved people love people. If any one of you comes to 

me talking about how we need to be doing more for the poor, the foreigner, the widow, the 

orphan, the disenfranchised…I completely agree.  But the solution starts with us praying daily, 

turning from idols (things that are not God that we prioritize on par or above God), and letting 

the Lord love us and fill us with His Spirit. But we shouldn’t flinch or get out of the way. We 

must first let God love us, and fill us, so that we can love Him and our neighbor as we were 

made to.  Nolite Timere. Be not afraid. For God is good and He loves you. Let us love Him in 

return.  

 


