
Our second reading from Peter reminds us: The Lord does not delay his promise, as some regard 

delay. With the Lord one day is like a thousand years and a thousand years like a day…but he is 

patient with us, not wishing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.  

The apostles, Peter being one of them, were anticipating the return of the Christ within their 

lifetimes, or shortly after their lifetimes…not 2000 years. So, were they wrong?  Has Christ been 

delayed? Jesus told parable after parable of the master returning home after a time away, like a 

thief in the night and that they would not know when he’d return, even sometimes saying he is 

delayed…so why is Peter in our second reading so adamant that the Lord does not delay his 

promise? He was expecting the imminent return of Christ, but then why does it seem like he is 

delayed? 

We must remember that, for the Lord, a thousand years are as one day. The God who created 

time stands outside of time; He’s not bound by time. He sees all time before Him, lain out 

plainly. He sees Alexander the Great, He sees Ghengis Khan, He sees us right here and right 

now. He sees it all simultaneously before Him. God does not have to wait to see what will 

happen. He knows the past as well as the future; all that was, all that is, and all that will be. It is 

all in His hands.  And thus, one thousand years is as a day for Him.  

So too is one day as a thousand years. Imagine spending a thousand years reliving this day, again 

and again and again. Bill Murray relived the same day for what, 10 years, and he learned that day 

pretty well. Imagine 1000 years! You would know that day pretty well; the intricacies of every 

action and every consequence. Thus, God is now only so grand and so huge that all of times lays 

before Him, like a scroll or a book, but He also has intimate knowledge of every single moment.  

He knows us better than we know ourselves.  

So it is nonsense to say that God delays His second coming; God knows exactly what He is 

doing, so while it may seem like a delay to us, in fact, God is just biding His time for the right 

moment. He’s waiting for our hearts to be His. He is patient with us, not wishing that any should 

perish. He desires that all might be saved, and that salvation comes through repentance. I 

discussed weeks ago that God is all Just and all Merciful. He is all Just because He plays by the 

rules He laid out for all to play by. He is all Merciful because one rule is that if we repent, we 

will be forgiven.  

That is all God wants from us, that we recognize what we’ve done, and say we’re sorry. It’s not 

like we can hide from God what we’ve done. All things come to light, all things will be found 

out; here on earth and especially before God who knows all and sees all, who created all.  Why 

did we ever think we could hide from God?  Whatever mountain you climb, God is there; 

whatever cave you enter, God is there; even if you go to the depths of the ocean, to the bottom or 

the deepest trench where light does not reach, God is there. There is no where you can run from 

Him. 

That’s scary. There are those who say that believing in God is weakness or for the weak; 

religious belief is only for those who cannot bear the struggles of life and so turn to an all-

powerful God for wish fulfillment.  But I say this is the inverse of the truth. Rather it is those 

who look at themselves, and all they have done, and cannot bear the idea that there is an all -



knowing and all-powerful God who knows what they’ve done and will hold them accountable to 

it. That is too much for them to bear, so they find comfort in rejecting the idea of such a God 

existing. Strength is being able to own up to our faults and say “we’re sorry” and mean it.  

For God doesn’t desire that we die; He desires that we live with Him forever. He is reaching out 

to us, giving us every opportunity to turn to Him. I’m reminded of my own childhood, when my 

mother would tell me to get out of the pool as I floated around repeating “ just 5 more minutes.” 

She’d stand there with a towel ready so that I could dry off and wouldn’t be cold, but I refused to 

leave the water. The reality is that we are less in a still pool, and more like in a rushing river 

headed toward a huge waterfall, and God is reaching out to us begging “Please, take My hand!” 

But instead we delay, and say, “5 more minutes”, and go over the waterfall. Or more apropos, we 

are hanging on the edge of a cliff over a huge pit of fire, barely hanging on by our strength. God 

is reaching out saying, “Hold on to me…I will save you!” But we refuse, and say just “5 more 

minutes, let me keep trying”…No… 

So, Christ is reaching out to us, are we going to take His hand, and take advantage of this 

opportunity? How are we preparing ourselves to receive Christ’s forgiveness? How are we to 

receive this mercy that comes through repentance? There are barriers in the way, giant mountains 

from our past that keep us from going to God. There are deep valleys of our own depravity that 

keep us from rising up to meet His gaze.  

We hear the words of John the Baptist, echoing the words of the Prophet Isaiah, “prepare the 

way of the Lord, mountains shall be brought low, valleys shall be filled in, it shall be a highway 

to the holy city of Heaven. What builds this highway; how are these mountains brought low, how 

are these valleys filled, if not through the sacrament of Reconciliation. It is in this sacrament that 

the Lord offers us mercy, that by this repentance, we can come to be covered in His love for us, 

that the barriers are removed and our depravities erased. 

The Church just asks us to go to confession once a year, because the Church also only requires 

we receive the Eucharist once a year.  And if you have a mortal sin on your heart, and we often 

do, we should seek Reconciliation before we receive the Eucharist, lest, as Paul says, we “eat and 

drink damnation” upon ourselves. But while the bare minimum is to go once a year, many of us 

need much more than that. I try to go every 2 weeks.  

Here at St. Michael, we have many opportunities for confession. Please, take advantage of them. 

For Covid reasons, they are currently being held in the parish hall.  

Every Wednesday from 7:10 – 8:05am 

Every Saturday and Sunday from 3:30-4:50pm 

We missed yesterday but 1st Saturday of the month from 7-8:10am 

Also, for Advent, on Dec 14th at 7pm, we’ll be offering a penance service. 

I beg of you, take advantage of this opportunity. Do not delay, do not float down this river any 

longer. For God does not delay, and neither should we.  


