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Gaudete! That’s the name of this Sunday, and it’s Latin for Rejoice! And that’s not a request or a 

recommendation, it’s a command to everyone. Gaudete, Rejoice! Give God praise and glory! For 

He has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor who feel abandoned, to heal the brokenhearted 

who have been hurt time and time again, to proclaim liberty to those held captive by our 

disordered desires and difficult situations, to release prisoners from their debts accrued by our 

sinfulness. Rejoice in the Lord, for He is coming to us on the day of vindication, when all tears 

will be wiped from our eyes.  

But this isn’t only in the future, a day to come.  The Lord has already come, and comes to us 

daily. There is so much we have already experienced that should give us cause to rejoice. Look 

at all that we are blessed with! Our family, our friends, our homes, our community, our Church, 

our very existence.  All of these are blessings from God. While we may think ourselves the 

cultivator of such goods, all good ultimately comes from God, for we did not create the world 

nor our own lives, nor have we done anything to deserve any of it.  In fact, typically, we’ve 

ungratefully abused these gifts in a way that we ought to be stripped of the goods we do have.  

So let us give thanks for all the goods that we do have. While we may be used to having a certain 

standard of living, and we consider that a baseline, so that when we run out of Greek yogurt, we 

feel like we are deprived of a good we ought to have. When really, baseline is way down low, 

and we are extremely blessed. So even in suffering, we should rejoice and give thanks and praise 

to God. For even amidst the muck and grime of our sinfulness and suffering, God brings about 

His Will, His plan for us.  He is constantly working towards the good, and for that we rejoice.  

Now how do we know this to be true?  Because God has told us! He’s been telling us for a long 

time through his prophets.  You see, prophets stand between God and man and have 2 major 

roles.  They plead to God on behalf of the people, begging the Lord to stay His Justice and to be 

generous in mercy. But they also turn to the people, and are a voice of God for them, to hear the 

Will of the Lord. Often, it’s a message of warning, that if the people do or don’t do something, 

something else will happen. Other times, it’s a message of repentance, urging the people to stop 

what they are doing and return to the ways of God. But other times, like today’s first reading, it 

is a message of hope and rejoicing, at the good that God wants to bring about.  

So why is Isaiah prophesying that we should rejoice? Because the Lord is going to end the 

suffering. Our waiting won’t be for nothing. Isaiah is trying to inform the people of Israel that 

God has not forgotten them, that He has not abandoned them, but that He is actually going to 

bring about what He has promised, redemption and vindication for their fidelity.  

So if Isaiah was speaking to the Israelites thousands of years ago, then why do we care?  Because 

God’s word isn’t just for a time and place. God’s word is eternal. God’s Word is Jesus Christ. 

All the prophets were speaking to their time and their place, to the problems and situations at 

hand. But they also point to Christ.  When Isaiah said, “a voice cries out, in the wilderness 

prepare a place for the Lord”, he wasn’t talking about the messiah, he was talking about the 

Israelites returning from exile to Jerusalem.  But John the Baptist, the last of the prophets, points 

out to us how this line also, unknowingly to Isaiah, points to the Christ. And why is this? Why 

must all prophecy point to Christ? 



12/13/20 BAD3 Dan Weger 

Because brothers and sisters, Jesus Christ is THE Prophet. Remember, the prophet stands 

between man and God, interceding to God on man’s behalf.  Christ does this by being the sole 

mediator between man and God, the only means for us to go to God. The Prophet also stands 

between God and man, and thus speaks to man the word of God, and who is the Word of God but 

Jesus Christ. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was 

God…The Word became flesh and dwelt among us” Who better to intercede with God for us 

than God Himself, and Who better to tell us the word of God than the Word Himself?  

But Christ ascended into heaven. He no longer walks among us to speak to us. So how are we to 

know God’s will for us?  Well, Christ told us “[We] will receive the power of the Holy Spirit… 

and [we] will be [His] witnesses.” We, by the Holy Spirit, and uniting ourselves to Christ, are 

His voice.  Christ is still the Word, He is the message, but we are the means by which God 

desires to speak to the world. But a common question I hear all the time is “How am I supposed 

to discern what is God’s voice, the Spirit whispering to me, or what is just my own thoughts, or 

worse, what is Satan lying to me?” 

If I voice record you, your mother, and your least favorite person saying something and then play 

them back to you, would you be able to identify who said what?  Of course, because you know 

how they talk and what they sound like through experience.  That is exactly how you come to 

know God’s voice. By reading scripture, going to mass, and praying, we come to know what 

God sounds like, how He talks, and what He says, so that when it comes to two competing 

voices, or even three, we can hone in on what is good. 

This is why we are told to test every Spirit, to look for the fruits, to refrain what we know to be 

evil. Because while God can bring good from our failures, we don’t participate in that good by 

doing evil.  We can’t do evil and expect a good outcome. If we follow the commandments of 

God, if we are attentive to our shortcomings in our words and actions, if we look for the True 

Good and pursue it…we will come to recognize God’s voice, the Spirit placed in each of us. 

So rejoice! For Your Lord came in the time of our Fathers to redeem you. Rejoice; for His Spirit 

dwells within you to guide and instruct you in the Word of God. Rejoice; for He will come again 

to raise you up from the sufferings of this life, unto life everlasting. Give thanks to God and bless 

His name. Amen.  


