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I saw a kid at the park once. He was playing with some sticks in the dirt while his father sat on a 

nearby bench, watching him. The kid was having a grand old time, but inexplicably suddenly 

NEEDED rocks. The father watched him go over to some nearby rocks, saying “don’t go too far, 

stay near me.” Who knows if the kid even heard his father.  He grabbed some smaller rocks and 

began to turn back to his dirt pile when he sees a little toad jump out from under the rocks.  It 

hops away from the giant destroying it’s home, only for the kid to pursue him down the path. 

The little boy followed this toad to the creek bank and watched the toad jump in.  He eyed the 

water with a determined look, as though such a thing as a creek would stop his fun. As he was 

about to jump into the water, his father picked him up and took him back to the bench. The little 

boy screamed and flailed. To the boy, his father love, at this moment, felt like the chains of an 

enemy, the wrath of an angry force. But the father desired nothing more than the safety and good 

of his son. The father set down his son, who quickly skirted away as fast as his little legs could 

carry him.  And again, his father pursued. 

Hopefully the correlation is obvious, but for those who have Covid brain, let me be explicit. That 

child is us. The Father is God. We spend so much of our lives running from him. And yet, no 

matter how often we flee from his loving arms, He pursues us.  

The Lord is faithful to us. No matter how far we wander, no matter how hard we flail or curse 

him, He is still our Heavenly Father and He loves us. Thus he never stops pursuing us.  There is 

no lengths God will not go to redeem us.  The sky will be rent open, the mountains will quake, 

awesome deeds never before seen nor heard of, whatever it would take for us to willingly choose 

Him, not out of fear or obligation, but out of love.  And yet, time and time again, He finds us 

unfaithful. He finds us unwilling to listen. He finds us disobedient and self-interested. 

And in a cruel twist of our fallenness, the very fact that God is love and can be nothing but love 

makes our hearts harden.  Scripture says the Lord hardens our hearts, as though God desires we 

be obstinate. God no more desires our hearts to be hardened than oxygen desires iron to rust. Iron 

rusts when exposed to both water and oxygen. Iron in oxygen without water doesn’t rust. God is 

like the oxygen, ever present even though we don’t see it, and as brothers in Christ, we are iron 

sharpening iron, and water is our sinfulness. It is not the oxygen that makes the iron rust, it is the 

presence of the oxygen while the iron is wet that causes the rust. So too does God’s mere 

presence make sinful man’s heart harden.  We saw this with the little boy. His Father’s loving 

presence was objectively good, but the boy desiring his own rambunctious ends, saw that same 

love as an imposition, an enemy to be rejected.  

Thus, it is our attachment to sin makes God and His purifying love repulsive to us, it hardens our 

hearts. Which is a shame, because it is the sin, not God, that does us real harm to our being.  Sin, 

the rebellion against God, our creator, literally undoes us, de-creates us. God wants to purify us 

from these harmful sins by His Love and keep us from sinning by His commands. But this 

necessitates us becoming detached from our sins. 

But we like our sins, our vices. They’re comfortable, they’re what we know. We say “Maybe we 

can hold on to them for a little bit longer.  I’ll be holy later, for now, let me live my life as I want 

to live it.” Brothers and sisters, do not fall for such a trap of Satan. For we do not know the day 
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nor the hour when the Lord comes for us. We could die at any moment. Christ could come again 

today, or tomorrow.  There may not be a later. So it is with wisdom that I urge you to be attentive 

to the things that truly matter. Do not put off holiness until tomorrow. Start today. Watch and be 

alert. 

So how do we do that? How do we prepare ourselves so that the presence of God doesn’t harden 

our hearts? Stay close to Christ in prayer, follow His commands, and avoid sin.  Love the Lord 

your God, keep holy the sabbath, love your neighbor, honor your mother and father, don’t lie, 

don’t steal, don’t lust, don’t kill or harbor resentment.  Be irreproachable on the day of our Lord. 

For God is faithful, He is never not pursuing us; He is never not redeeming us. It is for this 

reason that God sent His only Son to redeem us. If we remain faithful to Him, we remain in Him 

and will be brought by Christ to heaven and the Heavenly Father. But if we are unfaithful, if we 

continue to rebel, if we don’t anticipate the return of Christ, we do ourselves a disservice.  So let 

us be attentive this Advent, and properly prepare our souls for the coming of the presence of God 

into our lives.  


