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A good priest friend of mine in Seattle went to anoint a woman with coronavirus.  He’s now 
quarantined in the rectory for 2 weeks.  The other priests he lives with had to move out.  I 
texted the Archbishop this and told him that I would be available to anoint anyone in our 
Archdiocese with coronavirus.  He texted back, “Nice try Fr. Brian.”  Two weeks of paid leave!  
For some reason, people doubt my heroic charity! 
 
Well, there are no known cases of coronavirus in our parish, but as a precautionary measure 
the following are being implemented: 
 

• You may have noticed there is no holy water in the fonts as you entered church. 

• We are suspending the exchanging of the sign of peace. 

• The priests and deacons will be greeting people after Mass but not shaking hands. 

• The Archbishop has asked that we only give Communion in the hand instead of giving 
Communion on the tongue. 

• We are to take a number of measures to keep things sanitized the best we can. 

• While we have not canceled any Masses, Archbishop Naumann has issued a 
dispensation from our obligation to attend Sunday Mass until further notice. 

• Unnecessary parish gathering are suspended.  We will still have 
baptisms/weddings/funerals but all activity such as the Friday Fish Fry and Stations of 
the Cross will be suspended. 

 
This week we’ve seen cancelations of the NCAA March Madness, the NBA, over a hundred 
universities are canceling classes.  Perhaps God is inviting all us to slow down.  One mother 
related to me – wow, what are we going to do?  All my son’s soccer practices and games are 
canceled, schools out, there’s nothing to do.   
 
Ok, let me suggest what not to do:  watching 24/7 news coverage of the coronavirus.  I heard a 
news report that those who binge on non-stop news coverage of a disaster or crisis start to feel 
anxious and worried!  That’s common sense. 
 
So, what should we do?   I think God is inviting us all to slow down.  Everything’s canceled.  
Great!  Remember at the beginning of Lent, our invitation was to move at the speed of prayer.  
This means slowing down, keeping first things first in our lives, entering the desert, communing 
with God.  This is a perfect opportunity to spend quality time with family, to have meaningful 
conversation, to pray the family rosary. 



 
One other suggestion:  We had the kids clean out their lockers at school for spring break so that 
we can thoroughly clean the school and we’ve been instructed to take extra cleaning measures 
here in church.  Let’s apply this spiritually – what do I need to clean up in my soul?  One thing 
that’s not being canceled is confession.  Lent is a time to celebrate repentance and deepening 
conversion of life.  What do I need to sanitize in my life, my home, my family? 
 
Here’s the truth:  God can bring good even out of the difficulties we encounter.  Times of crisis 
can lead people to conversion, remind us of what’s most important and bring the best out of 
people as we see heroic virtue in those caring for the sick and risking their lives. 
 
This past week also reminded us where we should place our trust.  If our trust and security is in 
the stock market, we are reminded – it’s all passing.  Within a few weeks, many people have 
lost over a quarter of their savings.  We are all abruptly reminded that the things of the world 
are passing and we can’t place our trust in them. 
 
Providentially, our readings this weekend touch on the themes of trust and faith.  Think for a 
moment about our first reading.  The Israelites had seen the 10 plagues upon Egypt – God’s 
mighty hand!  They had witnessed the parting of the Red Sea.  God led them by a column of 
cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.  And then what happens?  They get out into the desert 
and panic!  We are all going to die!  There is no water! 
 
Sounds all too familiar right now!  I’m not saying that we shouldn’t act prudently.  In fact, we 
have a moral responsibility to act with caution to prevent the spread of disease and to act for 
the common good to protect the elderly and vulnerable.  At the same time, this is not a time to 
give way to panic, fear, and anxiety.  This is the time to remember basic truths:  God is with us.  
God was with the Israelites in the desert and he’s with us now.  And just as our Father provided 
for the needs of the Israelites, God will provide for us.  God doesn’t abandon his people. 
 
What Jesus wants is our faith.  St. Augustine so beautiful said, when Jesus asked the woman at 
the well for a drink, he wasn’t thirsting for physical water, he was thirsting for her faith.  This is 
what Jesus wants – our faith and trust.  Moments when our faith is tested are actually 
opportunities to grow in faith.  But how often like the Israelites do we get easily discouraged.  
At the first sign that there is a difficulty, perhaps our tendency is to complain or get 
discouraged.  These are times to renew our faith.  Jesus I trust in you.  Jesus, I believe in your 
promises of eternal life. 
 
Jesus wants to give us a gift far greater than physical water.  He wants to give us living water 
that will well up within us to eternal life.  What is this living water?  It’s the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.  The indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit is the source of our peace. 
 
The woman in the gospel ended up being a great evangelist.  She went into the village and told 
people, “Come meet a man that has told me everything I’ve ever done.”  The coming weeks 
ahead are actually a great opportunity to evangelize.  How?  By simply keeping our peace.  



When people say, “Aren’t you worried?”  Why are you so peaceful?  We can say, “Because I 
know Jesus the Prince of Peace, because I have the living water of the Holy Spirit – this is the 
source of my peace. 


