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I’ve always enjoyed the Steubenville conferences put on every summer. When I was in high 

school, we went to the one in Denver, and the days leading up to the conference, we’d go white 

water rafting.  I can say with almost certain confidence that the first year, I went solely for the 

white water rafting. I’d like to say I came for the rafting, and yet kept coming back year after 

year for the conference, but I’m not gonna lie, white water rafting was always a major factor. 

Nonetheless, the conferences were great every year.  At the conference, they would have 

adoration for several hours, and saying it, it’s sounds like a lot, but when you were in it, it felt 

like nothing at all. I had an amazing experience with the Eucharist, one of those “mountain top” 

experiences, where if I took it seriously and didn’t just ignore it, my life couldn’t be the same. I 

wasn’t the only one who had a wonderful experience. Many on the trip spoke of how they 

experienced God in the mountains of Colorado. 

I’d like to think Peter, James, and John had a similar experience on Mt. Tabor. They went up the 

mountain with Jesus, not expecting anything special.  They would often go off with Jesus and He 

would pray with them or explain things to them.  These three were Jesus’ main men.  But that 

day, up on that mountain, something amazing happened.  The term used for the event in today’s 

Gospel is the Transfiguration, when the figure, the form, the appearance of Christ is transformed.  

Now, talking with people, they often think of the Transfiguration similar to the Disney movie 

Hercules, when Hercules comes up from the land of the dead having done a truly heroic thing 

and he has a glow about him, like his latent divinity finally [SNAP] turned on and now he could 

join the gods on Olympus for he was now divine.  But that’s not what the Transfiguration was.  It 

is not that Jesus suddenly took on divinity. No, Jesus has always been divine.  “In the beginning 

was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” Jesus was never not God. 

Nor, on the other hand, was the Transfiguration Jesus shedding His humanity, as though His 

humanity was holding Him back from being fully divine. Jesus is fully divine and fully human, 

without confusion or mixture, without change to either the divine or the human natures, without 

division between His two natures, nor any separation. 

No, the Transfiguration was a not a bestowing of divinity nor a stripping of humanity, it was the 

revelation of Christ’s glory as the union of the divine and the human, the fulfillment of all 

creation; a glimpse of the glory of the post-resurrection Christ, in His glorified body. And what a 

sight to be seen.  His face shining like the sun. His clothes, white as light. Standing beside him 

were Moses and Elijah, two of the greatest figures in the Old Testament. And they were talking 

with Jesus, like peers. What a sight for these apostles to behold. Not only was their master made 

brilliant before them, but he was friends with their heroes. Peter exclaims, “Lord it is good that 

we are here.” How blessed indeed.   

Not but a week prior, Jesus had asked His apostles who they thought He was.  Some suggested 

that He was Elijah returned, yet here they saw Jesus stand with Elijah, two different people.  But 

Peter steps up and professes, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God”. Jesus then told 

Peter that he was blessed, because such understanding was not worldly wisdom but came from 

the heavenly Father. And then what does Peter hear on Mt. Tabor but a voice from the heavens 

that says, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” Peter’s profession of faith in 

Christ is vindicated, confirmed by this beautiful vision. How blessed for Peter to have seen this.  
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So, what was Peter’s reaction to this wonder which he witnessed?  He suggests that, if the Lord 

wishes, he would set up three tents, or tabernacles in Latin, for them to stay in. Is Peter just being 

hospitable? No, Peter wants to remain here, in this experience. He is beholding Christ 

transfigured, in a glorified body, without the need for Christ to die and raise as Jesus had told 

them must happen first.  If he could set up tents, maybe he could convince them to remain here, 

at their mountain top experience, and not have to descend to Jerusalem where Jesus had 

predicted His own suffering and death. Maybe he could continue to experience the resurrection 

without the suffering and dying involved in the cross.  

But this is not as God thinks, but as man thinks. Christ said, “Whoever wishes to come after me 

must deny himself, pick up his cross, and follow.” While Peter is experiencing the wonders and 

the glory of Jesus fully realized now, it is just a taste of the glory.  The real glory of the 

Resurrection is only found through the cross. Peter didn’t want to hear that, so he suggests 

setting up tents to hold on to this experience, but while he is suggesting it, they hear a voice 

booming from the clouds. “Listen to Him.” Peter, James, and John fall on their faces in fear, but 

then Jesus touches them and tells them to rise and to be not afraid.  He no longer looks 

transfigured. Elijah and Moses were gone.  The mountain top experience was over. 

Now as we all know, Jesus did go down to Jerusalem; he suffered, died, and was buried; and on 

the third day He rose from the dead, just as the scriptures had said He would. And it was then, 

after having suffered the crucifixion for the salvation of all, when God was so humbled to the 

point of dying in a public execution, then He was raised to His full glory, the glory Peter knew. 

Like I said, there were many who went to Steubenville and had “mountain top” experiences. But 

those experiences aren’t the full glory of God; they’re just a taste of His glory. The experience 

ends, and we have to come down the mountain. Christ assures us that on the other side of the 

cross is the resurrection, but, like Peter, many didn’t want that, they just wanted to experience the 

resurrection again, to hold onto that blessed time or repeat it.   

Many of my friends in high school became spiritual high junkies, going from conference to 

conference, retreat to retreat, XLT to XLT searching for that experience again. But like all 

junkies, they burned out, and what once brought them peace and joy wasn’t affecting them like it 

had. Yet they weren’t willing to put in the daily grind, to deny themselves, pick up their cross 

and follow Christ. They just wanted the infatuation feeling without the hard work and sacrifice 

that goes into real love. We had some spiritual maturing to do.  But I don’t think this experience 

was limited to my youth group.  I’ve found this reality to be pretty universal.  

So, what do we do then? We deny ourselves, pick up our crosses, and follow Jesus. And that is 

not something we do by our own strength, for our crosses too heavy and the road Jesus walks is 

too difficult. We must use these mountain top experiences, those little tastes of glory, to inspire 

and drive us through to the resurrection, in small ways.  This means daily prayer. But how do we 

pray?  Seminarian Thomas gave a great reflection last Wednesday on how we, like Christ, need 

to find our identity as sons and daughters of God before we can really pray as we ought.  This 

Wednesday, Fr. Alessandro of the Apostles of the Interior Life will be speaking to us about how 
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to pray, including time built in for guided meditation. I urge you, brothers and sisters, don’t 

become a spiritual junkie.  Deny yourself, pick up your cross, and follow Christ.  


