
March 17, 2020 
 
Dear parishioners, 
  

Nationwide more and more states are implementing measures to limit gatherings of people to 
“flatten the curve” of the coronavirus.  Here in Johnson County, bars and restaurants are closed until 
April 1, and all schools, including St. Michael, are closed until April 6, 2020.  In addition, the Bishops of 
Kansas have announced that all Masses are canceled statewide except for funeral Masses, which are 
limited to 50 people. 
 

The spread of coronavirus and the accompanying economic fallout can create anxiety, stress, 
and evoke fear and even panic.  Fr. Jacque Philippe, a popular author, gave a conference here at St. 
Michael a couple of years ago and he said, in the midst of growing global chaos, it is all the more 
important that we maintain our peace. 
 

Rather than giving way to fear, this is a time to remember the truth of our faith:  God is with us.  
In fact, the source of our peace is precisely the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity to bear witness to our faith by maintaining our peace. 
 

Many of us now find that we have increased free time with the canceling of sports, activities, school, 
and perhaps many are working from home.  What should we do?  Please consider the following 
suggestions: 
 

• Mentally and spiritually enter into solidarity with those who are ill or suffering.  Our Christian 
faith reminds us that God himself entered into solidarity with sinful humanity by taking upon 
our flesh.  In the person of Jesus, God visited his people.  All of humanity was in a sense “sick” 
due to sin.  And Jesus came to take our sickness upon himself and he paid the price for our sin 
by freely laying down his life on the cross. 

• Rather than binging on non-stop coronavirus news coverage, Netflix, or videogames, spend 
quality time with family.  Take time for family recreation, meals together, and meaningful 
conversation. 

• Pray the family rosary.  Join the thousands of people daily who pray the rosary together through 
the School of Faith rosary podcast. 

• Gather on Sunday with your family to celebrate the Lord's Day. Click here to access prayer and 
liturgy resources to use in your "domestic church." 

• Take time for daily meditation on the Word of God.  Remember the 1% Prayer Challenge for 
Lent! 

• Magnificat is offering free online access to the faithful during the coronavirus pandemic; you 
may access this resource at https://us.magnificat.net/free. 

• Spend time reading something inspirational! 
 

Yours truly in Christ, 

 
Fr. Brian Schieber 

 

https://www.schooloffaith.com/daily-rosary-meditations
https://www.stmichaelcp.org/prayer-at-home
https://www.stmichaelcp.org/1-challenge
https://us.magnificat.net/free

