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[1] In the beginning, the world was made good.  By our own choices, we messed that all up.  

When we choose ourselves over God, we turn from Him and turn inward. Then, having been 

stained by sin, in our shame, we flee from the light of God because it reveals to us our sinfulness.  

We, like our forefather Adam, run and hide from God. And thus, we placed ourselves in a 

paradox.  We need God to exist and to be who we were meant to be, but we also reject God 

daily.   

And in this daily rejection of God, we’ve become accustomed to trying to get by on our own.  

Sure, we could find freedom, strength, joy and prosperity if we turn back to God, but often we 

think we can get along just fine without him, especially if he starts imposing upon how we want 

to live life. We’ve turned so far in on ourselves that all our own faults and failings seem to be 

coming from the outside and all of the good that God does, we attribute to ourselves, or to dumb 

luck. We had become blind and unable to see God because we are so focused on ourselves. 

[2] But God doesn’t desire this pitiful, listless existence for us.  He made us for more. So God 

sent His only begotten Son to save us from ourselves.  And we embraced Him joyfully and 

turned our lives around and lived happily ever after….wait, no, that’s right, we rejected Jesus 

just like we’ve always rejected God. We bit the hand that feeds us, assured that we can feed 

ourselves. Any mere man would have spurned us all, turned his back on all the depravity of man, 

and let us blow each other into oblivion. But that’s not what we see in Jesus, for Jesus was no 

mere man. He is God incarnate, and He became incarnate to die for us, even though He knew we 

would reject Him.  God came to us in the flesh, and we killed Him in the flesh, but we couldn’t 

kill His Spirit, which He commended to God at the moment of His death.   

But on the third day after man killed God, Jesus rose.  And not just like a rose in our hearts or 

some sort of spiritual revival. Jesus rose in the flesh, the flesh we killed, His body now glorified, 

what our flesh was always meant to be before becoming stained by sin. The flesh that rose from 

the dead is not some foreign body…it’s our human body. And as Paul tells us, if we die with 

Christ in Baptism, we too shall rise with Him, not just in spirit, but with a glorified body.  God 

became man, that man might become like God. What a gift, what a generous gift from our 

heavenly Father. We were given existence and we abused it, and rather than being offended, God 

redeems us and elevates us to even greater heights than before we had fallen. And God was 

willing to suffer dearly that we might spend eternity with Him in heaven. 

[3] But do we want that? When our time comes, and it will come, will we actually accept 

Christ’s help, or are we going to continue trying to save ourselves?  We’ve spent so much of our 

lives trying to get by without God’s help, what makes us think that when the chips are down, that 

we’re gonna do something different than what we don’t normally do?  No, I argue, we humans 

are creatures of habit. We always have been.  We can only walk because we’ve developed a 

habit from a young age of falling forward in a controlled manner. The only way we function is 

by having developed a system of habits that keep us functioning. And if we’ve developed a habit 

all our lives of fending for ourselves, caring for ourselves, elevating ourselves, when we are 

given the choice, what do you think we’re gonna do? Do something completely different than 

what we are used to or just do what we’ve always done? 
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God has stooped down to save us.  Christ has literally gone to hell and back to bring you to 

Himself. He is offering us a way out of the paradox we’ve put ourselves in.  He paid a debt He 

did not owe, because we owed a debt we could not pay. God, the Creator of all, humbled himself 

and became man that He might raise us out of our darkness and into the light of His face. 

[4] But I want you to imagine for a moment, a man who has been living underground his whole 

life. This man has never seen the light of day, and has only been living by the light of a candle. 

What would it be like for this man to step out into the sun at high noon on a clear day?  Would 

he not be repulsed back into his cave? Truly, I tell you, even more so would man, enveloped in 

sin, be repulsed by the light of the goodness of God. Or consider a man who has been lost in the 

wilderness with nothing to eat for weeks. Would not his body reject a succulent steak? Truly, I 

tell you, so will we reject the sumptuous wedding banquet the Heavenly Father laid out for us. 

But we must rejoice! For God is patient with us. Even though we are now unable to look upon 

the Light of the World, even though right now we are not able to stomach what God has planned 

for us, God is patient with us, for He understands our weakness.  He has given us our lives that 

we may grow more accustomed to holiness. We are given opportunities daily to come to be as 

Christ, to live in the light of grace, to find union with God. But in order to become as Christ, to 

become as God…we need to do as Christ did.  Daily we must humble ourselves, daily we must 

turn to God for strength, for guidance, for love, daily we must pick up our cross and follow Him. 

We form new habits, beginning is small ways, we grow more and more used to seeing the Light 

of Christ in others, especially in the least of our brethren.  In this way, we die to ourselves, 

learning not to turn in on ourselves, but toward God to save us all.  

[5] In this way, God not only provides us the opportunity for salvation, but forms us in a way 

that we not only can stomach God’s love, but also desire it. This, brothers and sisters, is the glory 

of Easter.  That God gave us so great a Redeemer, that by His Cross on Friday and His 

Resurrection today, He has set us free, and by our union with Him, we become what we were 

always meant to be, the sons and daughters of the most high God. So turn not to yourself for 

salvation, Christ has already saved you. Humble yourselves as Christ did, and receive God’s 

mercy and grace. Walk in the Light of Christ today, and grow accustomed to His Light. Let His 

Joy and His Peace radiate in your lives, that those still in darkness may come to know what every 

tongue ought to proclaim.  THAT JESUS CHRIST IS LORD! 

 

God bless and Happy Easter.  


