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Just before the quarantine went into effect, foreseeing that it’d be useful for the 

coming isolation, I ordered a webcam for my desktop so that I could use my main 

computer for all my virtual meetings. Amazon said 3 day shipping.  Not bad, I was 

expecting next day, but I understand times are hard…3 days later, the company 

said, we shipped it, and here’s your tracking number. Alright, I was expecting it in 

three days, but I guess they shipped it on the third day. That’s fine… Well, three 

days later, I checked to see the progress on my package…Estimated date of 

delivery?  Sometime mid-May. Kind of a bummer, right.  I mean.  I have my cell 

phone and can do my meetings on there.  I also have a laptop with a built in 

camera, but I’m telling ya, if I just that webcam, I’d be perfectly happy during this 

quarantine.  

I’m sure you’ve all had similar experiences, especially in the last week. A feeling 

of ennui, becoming despondent or despairing because we feel like we’re 

missing…something. That if we just had this thing or that thing, then we’d be 

happy. Often, it’s things we don’t really need, just things that would be nice. And 

I’m a good person, do I not deserve nice things?  

We hear in our first Gospel today about Christ entering into Jerusalem just before 

His passion. He is welcomed by the crowds as a great prophet, shouting in joy, 

“blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.”  They lay palm branches and 

their own cloaks on the ground in front of Jesus, as signs of victory and humility 

before the Christ, the King, the son of David, entering into His holy city. And how 

does Christ enter into the city?  On a beautiful horse that he owns, accompanied by 

a retinue of servants dressed in the finest clothes? NO. The opposite.  Rather than 

appear in the splendor befitting the King of Kings, Christ enters into His city on a 

borrowed donkey, accompanied by some smelly fishermen. Does Jesus deserve 

better?  More than anyone, and yet, Christ doesn’t ask for these things.  God 

chooses how He comes to us, not with the foolish wisdom of man, but with the 

wisdom of God.  

Christ rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, not only to fulfill an ancient prophecy, but 

more to show us that it is not necessary to travel on horseback; that it suffices to 

use a donkey, and that we should be contented with what is sufficient for our 

needs. Christ leads us by His example. If He, the Word of God and Savior of All 

can, at His grandest, travel by donkey, so too can we do without many of the nice 

things for which we desire.  
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That mindset that says, if only I had this, then I’d be happy, is not only false, but 

dangerous, and Christ doesn’t desire we be a slave to that urge. Jesus tells us that 

God cares and provides for the birds in the air and the lilies in the field, why are we 

anxious that he won’t provide for us what we need?  Psalm 23 is one you all know, 

and it starts, “The Lord is my Shepherd, there is nothing I lack.” This is true for 

our physical wellbeing, but even more importantly, for our spiritual wellbeing.   

With Churches closed, Masses cancelled, and the Eucharist, the Real Presence, 

feeling so far away, many feel like their spiritual lives have been stunted.  That if 

only they could go to mass again, if only they could receive the Eucharist, if only 

my health permitted me to pray as I’d like, then I’d have a good spiritual life.  

THIS IS A TRAP OF SATAN. We must trust that the Lord, who is all good and all 

powerful, can supply and does supply us with what we need. Do not doubt the 

providence of God. You, right now, possess all that you need in this moment to 

grow closer to God.  It may not be how you expected it, or even what you think 

you want, but God knows what you need and gives us that. But we must be humble 

enough to receive what He gives 

Look at Christ.  He is the second person of the Trinity, God, and yet He humbled 

Himself for us.  He emptied out Himself and took on humanity.  Creator became 

creature, and didn’t come in the majesty of the world to a royal family, but in a 

manger to a young Jewish woman. He wasn’t raised surrounded by the greatest 

scholars and priests, but by a lowly carpenter, working with His hands. He didn’t 

conquer Satan in an epic battle of strength or wits, but by the Wisdom of God, 

achieved our salvation by being humble and obedient, accepting even death…death 

on a cross.  

We, brothers and sisters, are called to pick up our own crosses daily, to walk with 

Christ to Calvary, in humility and obedience, because this is the Wisdom of God, 

that our victory over sin and death doesn’t come through being stronger than it, but 

in being meek and humble and receiving what God gives us with joyful and 

peaceful hearts. Be rid of your anxiousness, turn to the Lord, your heavenly Father, 

and trust in His care, for Deus providet, God provides.  


