
 

Get to Know our New Principal- Dr. Rizzi 

 
What is your favorite bible verse, and why?  
2 Timothy 4-7 - “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:” It is a great example from 
St. Paul on how we should live our life and pursue the path that the Lord has chosen for us. Knowing what we are 
called to do and following through is the ultimate goal for all of us. Never give up and stay on course. The reward of 
heaven is worth it. 
 
Where did you grow up and what other places have you lived? 
I grew up in Belton, Missouri. I have lived in Bellevue, Nebraska; Lafayette, Indiana; Atchison, Kansas; San Antonio, 
Texas; Springfield, Missouri; and St. Louis Missouri. 
 
What would you like to share about your family? 
I have been married to my wife Dawn for 25 years. I have 4 children. There are two boys and two girls. They are all 
true blessings in my life that are the force that drives and inspires me. 
 
Why are you Catholic? 
The Catholic faith is rich with tradition that all started with Jesus. Every aspect of our faith leads me to Him. This 
includes the beautiful sacraments. 
 
What are your hobbies, and what do you like to do when you’re not at work? 
I love coaching, working out, working on puzzles, paintball, our horse, working outside, spending time with family, 
reading, and growing in my faith. 
 
What is your favorite childhood memory? 
Being loved by two wonderful parents and 8 brothers and sisters. Also, growing up in an extremely close-knit, 
supportive community. 
 
What will be your most important role at St. Michael? 
Leading our school in pursuit of excellence in education, and most importantly leading souls to heaven, the most 
important role for all of us. 
 
Do you have any pets? 
A dog, we will have chickens again soon, a horse, and a cat. We also are considering getting a few goats. 
 
What attracted you to an education career, and why do you want to be a principal at St. Michael? 
I am the son of two amazing educators and witnessed the positive impact they had on so many people. Most 
importantly, they used their gifts to lead others to the Lord. There is nothing more rewarding than witnessing the 
learning and growing process. St. Michael the Archangel School has provided my family with so many gifts and I am 
honored to be able to give back and be a part of the amazing faith community. 
 
How would you describe your leadership style? 
I am a collaborative and servant leader who capitalizes on the strengths and gifts of others to best serve the students. 
 
What does success look like for a student that graduates SMA? 
They are spirit-led learners that create a Christ-like environment wherever they are. They realize that they are created 
in the Image of Christ and use the strong academic and spiritual foundation they developed at St. Michael to excel in 
all they do. 
 
What virtues or characteristics are most important to instill in children? 
Be Honest, Be Respectful, and Be Grateful. These 3 fundamental concepts touch on almost every virtue and promote 
a close relationship with the Lord. 
 
Will you continue the tradition of giving kids Skittles on their birthday?  
Absolutely – this is a St. Michael tradition that must never end! 
 


