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Why are you Catholic? For what purpose do you follow Christ? This is a fair question that 

people should be able to ask you and you should be able to answer them.  What’s your answer?  

There are some who say that if you follow Christ, if you give yourself wholly to God, God loves 

a cheerful giver and WILL bless you with material success and physical well-being. These are 

preachers like Joel Osteen, Kenneth Copeland, and Creflo Dollar. This is called the Prosperity 

Gospel, and I tell you it is false. While it is true that God cares for us more than the lilies in the 

field or the birds of the air, why do we think that monetary success or physical well-being is 

what we need?  How many people who are financially well off think they have no need for God 

because they have everything? And all the material goods we collect, we cannot take with us 

when we die. No, worldly success is not the reason we follow Christ. 

There are others who believe in Christ because they think he will heal them.  This world takes a 

lot from us, physically/mentally/sprititually, and many of us have been hurt.  Some have 

emotional scars that are debilitating, others have physical impediments that ostracized them from 

society, others have been diagnosed with chronic or fatal illnesses that casts a dark shadow over 

their remaining days on earth. And while it is true that God can and does provide miraculous 

healings: look at our first reading, look at places like Lourdes or Czestochowa, or we read Jesus 

himself did many miracles and commands his disciples to do as he did, and even says they will 

do great works, sometimes we also see that Christ doesn’t perform miracles for people; and often 

it is because doing these healings would actually be a detriment to their faith.  Because their faith 

in Christ wouldn’t be based on love of God, but on divine favors and gifts. And if those works 

ever stop, so would their faith. So God doesn’t always heal, because God knows this life and its 

pains are temporary, and it’s better to suffer for a short time in faith and spend eternity in 

paradise, then to have no sufferings and to never grow in charity or empathy, and lose our faith.  

There are many who say they believe in Christ because he saved them. They, by their own sins, 

are destined for hell, but because they believe that Christ saved them, they don’t have to worry 

for they can never lose that salvation.  This is often called “once saved, always saved” and it 

means that once they have accepted Jesus Christ is their Lord and Savior, no matter what they 

do, even if they then go on to reject Christ, they will still be saved. Thus they can go about 

sinning without worry, for Jesus, they believe, won’t send them to hell. While it is true that God 

initiates our salvation, and no thing on earth can take away our salvation, we are more than 

capable of abandoning the gift of Salvation that Christ offers us and attaching ourselves to a 

sinking ship. Catholics ought to have a faith that does good works, for “faith without works is 

dead”. And so if we reject our faith, if we don’t live it, but rather live worldly lives, we are 

placing our trust not in a saving God, but in a world that, despite its power, cannot save.  

So I ask again, Why do you believe in and follow Christ?  Our answers will probably encapsulate 

our whole lives and would take hours and hours to tell fully, but we should have a sort of 

elevator pitch; a little 60 second explanation as to why we follow Christ. It should be personal, 

so I can’t tell you what it should sound like, but for your benefit, I’ll give you mine. 
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I believe that Jesus Christ is God become man and the messiah of humanity. We, through our 

sinfulness, through our failures to do the good, through our choices to be selfish, have doomed 

ourselves. We received the gift of life from our creator and we’ve misspent it.  Now we owe a 

great debt that we can never repay. But God became man to save us from eternal damnation. His 

coming was foretold for thousands of years and a people, the Jews, had been set apart to prepare 

the way for his coming.  But when he arrived, fulfilling hundreds of Jewish prophesies, he 

wasn’t what the Jews expected, so they, his own people, had him killed.  But precisely through 

His death, a death he knew would occur, Jesus offered himself for us, though innocent, slain on 

our behalf, and by the power of the Spirit, he rose from the dead just as he said he would. He 

gave that same Spirit to his followers and told them to make followers of all peoples, baptizing 

them, and instructing them in His ways.  For if we are united to Christ, through baptism, through 

sharing in the sacrificial meal, through works of charity and mercy, Christ promises to live 

within us. And we believe that just as he rose from the dead to eternal life, we too, who have 

Christ within us, shall rise with him; no longer a slave to sin and fear and death, but alive and 

joyful and free. This faith was given to me by my parents who love me and wanted what they’ve 

found to be good and true for me, and I have found in my own life and experience that this is 

true. Now I share it with you, because I love you and I want you with me in heaven, with Christ.  


