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I’m going to be very forthright with my homily today. If you want to space out for the rest of my 

homily, hear me now: God rewards those who love Him, but only if they love Him as if there 

was no reward. If we love God because we’ll have eternal life, then we love eternal life more 

than we love God, and an eternal life with God will no longer be a reward.  That’s it.  You can 

space out now.  But if you’d like my reflection on what we can or should do about it reality. Stay 

tuned.  

There was a woman who was to marry a wealthy man she’d met a few years prior.  All 

throughout their time dating, he’d showered her with gifts, giving her everything.  Expensive 

jewelry, long vacations to exotic places, fancy cars, sumptuous foods. Anything she asked for, he 

gave her. But once they got engaged, he stopped.  They still went on dates, but it was just to a 

movie and ice cream after, but they went dutch on the bill. When she asked him if he didn’t love 

her anymore, he assured her of his love and said he wanted their wedding be special. Throughout 

their year long engagement, she really struggled.  She was so used to expecting his love through 

gifts, she had to learn to see it elsewhere: in what he said, in how he listened, in his patience, but 

it wasn’t easy.  Through this whole process, she realized that she had only been loving him for 

the things he had given her.  That she had not loved him for himself, but with what he would 

provide and how he would care for her. But over her engagement, as she persisted in the 

relationship assured that their wedding would be special, she came to love him for who he was, 

not what he had. When the wedding day came, he again went all out, no expense was spared. 

Flowers, doves, a gorgeous dress, beautiful music, photographers with silent cameras who didn’t 

get in the way, everything was perfect. He took her aside and said “thank you for sticking with 

me, I wanted to make sure you loved me for me. Now that I know this, I will give you anything 

you’ve ever wanted.” But she didn’t care.  What once meant everything to her now meant 

nothing.  All that mattered is that she was now committed to spending the rest of her life with 

him, with or without all the gifts. 

This story, is of course fake, but yet also more real than you can understand.  I know of no such 

woman who had to go through that, but I do know a man who did this, who does this, to His 

beloved.  It is in this way that God loves His people, how He loves His Church. We are his 

Church. But instead of going on some diatribe, I have some questions I’d like us to reflect upon, 

so sit back, get comfortable, close your eyes, stop messing with your brother, and ask yourself: 

1) Why did I start following Christ?  Was it just what my parents did, and what I’ve always 

done?  Did I encounter Christ in a way that changed how I view Him?  

2) When in my life did I KNOW that I was loved by God?  Do I know that? “Jesus loves 

me, this I know, for the bible tells me so.” But do I actually know that deep in my heart? 

3) If I don’t get what I ask for in prayer, do I lose faith in God’s love for me? When God’s 

blessings are not apparent in my life, do I think God has abandoned me? 

4) God has blessed me with so much. My existence, the breath in my lungs, my family, my 

ability to play and work…he’s given me everything. Do i thank Him for this, or do i take 

it all for granted because I’ve just always had it? 

5) God has promised us that at the end of this life, if we’ve remained faithful to Him, then 

we will share in the eternal reward of His Son.  Christ tells us that if we pick up our cross 
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and follow after Him, he will not abandon us. Do I actually believe in His promise? Do I 

take Christ at His word when He says such things, or do I just consider it wishful thinking 

6) If I do believe in Jesus, and the resurrection, and eternal life with Christ, am I living like 

it? Am I growing in my love for God even without Him granting my every desire? How 

can I live in a way that helps me foster a deeper love of Christ? 

Paul, in our second reading today, speaks to Christians in Rome who have the same spiritual 

struggles you do. He is clear that, as Jesus said, “There is no greater love than this, than to lay 

down one’s life for another”, and so if we die for Christ, if we lose our lives for Christ’s sake, we 

truly love Christ, and thus will live with Him in paradise. So we are to live as though we are dead 

to our sinfulness that we may freely live in Christ, to live for the good. 

It’s like eating right and exercising. It is great if done for the good of health, which has the 

natural reward of being fit. But if we eat right and exercise so that we can be fit, not for good 

health, we can become fixated on the look and will actually become unhealthy in pursuit of that 

look. We diet and exercise for the good of health.  So too do we die to sin and exorcise the 

demons from our lives for the good of being open to the love of God. 

So brothers and sisters, let us cast off our sinful habits and recommit ourselves to loving God for 

who He is, and not what He can do for us, that we may all one day live forever with Him in 

paradise.  

 


