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Throughout history, there have been events about which things have turned. About 3500BC, man 

invented the wheel. In 27BC, Julius Caesar went from temporary leader of the Roman Republic 

to the first emperor of the Roman Empire. 1200AD, Genghis Kahn and the Mongols conquered 

most of Asia consisting of 1/4th of the world’s population. And for those of us in the United 

States, 1776AD was an important year kind of a big deal. But these all based around human 

achievement.  What about what God has done? 

Around 1AD, Jesus Christ is born. That’s why we use AD, it’s short for Anno Domini, which is 

Latin for Year of the Lord. The calendar we use today pivots from BC, Before Christ, into AD, 

Anno Domini based on the birth of Christ. Salvation history, the story of humanity being 

redeemed by the messiah begins in the old testament, but pivots on the death and resurrection of 

Jesus around 33AD. Humanity went from no possibility of salvation to salvation being freely 

offered to any who accept it in just a few days. Today, we celebrate another major turn, this one 

for the people of God. To force the comparison, everything Before Christ would be considered 

the age of the Father. Those years in which Christ came from heaven to become incarnate and 

dwell among us can be considered the Age of the Son. But today, on the Ascension, that age 

ends. The people of God no longer have Christ dwelling among them as he had in the age of the 

Son, for He has returned to His rightful place at the right hand of the Father.  But God has not 

abandoned us, we have just pivoted into a new Age, the Age of the Spirit.  

Now, don’t hear what I’m not saying, the persons of the Trinity do nothing alone. Just because 

the Father created doesn’t mean that he did it without the Son or the Spirit. No, the Son, the 

Logos of God, is the blueprint through which all creation is fashioned and the Spirit, we read, 

was hovering over the waters.  We see this also at the baptism of the Lord; the Spirit descends 

upon the Son as the Father blesses Him. So too, even in this age of the Spirit, do we the Church 

approach the Father through the Son, filled with the Spirit.  This is why Christ commands us to 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Spirit. And yes, Christ tells them that he will be with his disciples until the end of the age, and 

that may sound like he eventually stops being with them. But when couples promise to love each 

other until death, does that mean at death they just stop loving them? Of course not, neither does 

Christ abandon us.  

But Christ ascending does incite this new Age, the Age of the Spirit. That’s why Luke uses the 

Ascension as the end of his Gospel and also as the beginning of the Acts of the Apostles, which 

he also wrote. There is a pivot here. We can no longer live like they did in the Gospels, for the 

bridegroom is no longer with us, so how are we supposed to live? Clearly, Luke wants us to look 

at his second book, Acts of the Apostles, as a field guide to what living in the Spirit looks like. 

The Spirit is one of wisdom, able to see the world with the eyes of God, the eyes of faith, and 

make a decision not based on human reasoning, but on divine logic. The Spirit is one of hope, 

not dragged down by inconveniences and fears, but alive and free to pursue to good it knows 

God will bring about. In the Spirit is the greatness of God’s power and riches of glory. All these 

things come to us through from the Father thru the Son, but in the Spirit. For Christ is the head 

and we, the Church, are the body, and where the head goes, the body follows, so if Christ has 

ascended, we who attach ourselves to Christ through baptism in the Spirit can rise with Him.   


