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I saw a baby recently trying to play with an electrical cord, as he tried to bite, his mother took it 

away from him, and held him close.  The baby cried, unable to understand why his source of 

entertainment had been taken from him.  The look on his face said, you took the only good thing 

in my life from me, how dare you.  

One of the age-old questions is “Why do bad things happen to good people?” But I do find it 

interesting that those who say this always assume they are the good people. Very few people 

think they are bad and that’s why bad things are happening to them. So, they don’t blame 

themselves, rather they blame God. 

They say, If God was actually good and all powerful, he wouldn’t let bad things to happen, so 

naturally, God must make bad things happen, but we see from parable why God would allow evil 

to persist even if He is good and could get rid of evil.  

We see in the parable that God, who sows good seed, allows the evil he did not plant to grow 

with the good, lest the good grain be uprooted too, because then the good seed, the wheat, will no 

longer grow.  But we are not plants, can we not still grow if evil was removed from our lives? 

I want you to imagine a world where if you commit a mortal sin, you die, you are gone, you are 

erased from existence. The evil is uprooted. We won’t even include venial sin, just mortal sin. 

How do you think we as people would respond?  People would be good, but it wouldn’t be out of 

love of God or fellow man, it would be out of fear.  God, who is good, doesn’t want us to live in 

fear, but in love. If we live in fear, our spiritual growth is stunted, for we don’t follow God’s will 

because we want to, but because we don’t want the consequences.  Now, if we don’t follow God 

now, in reality, we still end up in hell, an undesirable consequence, but the lack of immediate 

consequences gives us the room to repent and grow in love of God. Another thing we, as people 

with limited understanding need to remember, is that it can be difficult sometimes to discern who 

is wheat and who is a weed.  How many people do we think are good and holy, only then for 

them to fall from grace?  How many people have rough lives when they are younger, but find 

God and redemption later in life?  Not until life is over can we look back and see the fruits. 

That’s why we won’t canonize anyone a saint until long after they are dead. 

Yet the question remains, why did God allow evil to take root at all? Let us remember last 

week’s parable of the sower.  Just as the good wheat needs the right conditions to grow, so too 

does evil thrive in its own conditions. We are the soil.  If we are disposed in a way to let the 

word of God, the good seed, to grow in us, we will bear good fruit.  But if we allow the 

temptations from Satan to take root in our hearts and grow, then we will bear evil fruit. This is a 

consequence of God giving us free will. With free will, we can authentically love, but it also 

allows for us to choose the evil. Satan may be planting seeds, but we nurture them and help them 

to grow 

First reading from wisdom, it states that God doesn’t have to prove to us that he’s just in his 

judgements, because he literally made everything and is the source of all, so we have no real 

recourse to claim his judgments are unjust, because He IS justice. Because if God is God, then he 

is the standard by which we measure what is good and just.  If there was a standard outside of 

God that God could be measured against, something more just than God, then God cannot be the 



7/19/20 AOT16 Dan Weger 

infinite creator of all that we know him to be. And yet, even while just in his very being, he is 

lenient, he is patient, he is the ground for hope in repentance for their sins 

For He desires our fulfillment. Even in our wretchedness, He fills us with His spirit, who prays 

on our behalf because we, fallen, are unable to pray as we ought. Think about that. We don’t 

even know how to pray well. We fail at asking for things to be given to us.  Clearly, as we can’t 

even say, “I’m helpless” correctly, we have no real understanding what we are doing.  Compared 

to the wisdom of God, we are as infants putting things in our mouths that we really shouldn’t. 

And yet, when God cares for us in response, we blame him for our problems. 

We need to stop blaming God for the bad things that go on in our lives and realize that we do this 

to ourselves.  In fact, we ought to be thanking God that he gives us opportunities to fail and 

repent, because in this way, we can grow into more loving people. So, let us give thanks to God, 

and remember, Eucharist means thanksgiving, for caring about and loving us sinners. 


