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To really grasp what is happening in today’s readings, we need to know a little bit about what we 

call Salvation History.  Salvation History is just the story of how God is saving us.  It starts with 

Adam and Eve, peaks at Jesus Christ, and carries us to today. If we know our story well, the 

better able we are to see common themes and trends, and even call backs and echoes if things 

that have happened before and are happening again. So, here’s what you need to know: 

-All humanity came from and fell with Adam and Eve. There is no other type of person, all 

humans are of one family. There’s no competitive humanity, free from sin, existing alongside us. 

-From the moment we fell, God made a promise to save us. But we are stubborn and fallen in a 

way that is gonna take some time for us as the human race before we can actually accept what 

God has planned for us. 

- God chose Abraham to be the father of God’s chosen people. God promised that he would 

father a great nation that will be a blessing to all the world. 

-the Israelites, the descendants of Abraham are God’s chosen people. Isaiah, identifying with the 

whole of Israel, says he is to be a light to the nations, display God’s splendor to the gentiles, non-

Jews. 

But what do we see in the time of Jesus? They’ve failed their mission.  They became insular 

focused on themselves and being holy themselves, not even carrying about being a blessing to 

the world. God fearing Gentiles could worship God but they can’t become Jewish, because for 

them, being Jewish had to do with being a descendent of Abraham 

But God doesn’t care about that, all are his children. Isaiah speaks in our first reading of Gentiles 

(non- Jews) who love the Lord, and minister to Him as servants, and keep holy the sabbath and 

hold to his covenant. These gentiles are hanging on by the fringes of the old covenant, because 

they can’t be Jews themselves, they are not so affixed to the covenants God made with Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob. But yet, God says their prayers are accepted, for God’s house is a house of 

prayer for all peoples, not just the Jews.   

The Jews were meant to be a guiding light, set apart from other nations, to lead the way toward 

God. It’s hard to guide the ship into port when you are guiding from on the ship.  So, God chose 

the weak nation of Israelites and said, with this small band of misfits, I will bring the whole 

world back to me.  

And that brings us to the crux of Salvation History, the death and Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus 

Christ, which for those who are moving a bit slow this morning is a funny pun, because crux 

means the point or the heart of the matter, and in Latin crux means cross. It’s funny but beautiful, 

because all of Salvation History leads and points to the Cross.  All that preceded it foretold it, 

and all that has happened since is because of it.  Jesus, coming from among God’s chosen 

people, taking on the identity of Israel onto himself, fulfills what Israel was meant to be, the 

salvation of the whole world, to be a light to the nations, to draw all people, not just the Jews, to 

God. And now we, the Church, the body of Christ, die and rise with Christ on the Cross, 

continuing to live out His mission to make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
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And we already see the fruits of this.  Christianity makes up about one third of the world’s 

population and Roman Catholics make up about half of that. We are present all around the world, 

on every continent, because Catholics up and down the ages have taken the word of God 

seriously,  and went out and brought people to Christ.  But the mission isn’t complete.  God 

desires all people to belong to his Kingdom.  It’s not enough to stop where we are at, we must 

continue making disciples! 

But we seem to have lost our evangelistic zeal. We are repeating ourselves.  Just like the Jews 

did millenia ago, we’ve become insular, turned in on ourselves, with no desire to look out at 

those who are not a part of us and bring them in.  This is the life that Christ brought the His 

body, a life in the Spirit that thirsts for the salvation of all souls.  But we’ve become complacent.  

We look at physical, country borders and we see them as fixed realities.  If one country takes 

over another country, it is seen as an affront to their identity.  It feels like if borders were to 

move, or countries were to disappear, that the “balance” of the world would be thrown off.  But 

we are all one human family, sons and daughters of Adam and Eve. While we have our own 

cultures, people with different cultures and nations are not other.  They are our brothers and 

sisters. But this separation of nations has bled into our spirituality.  We look at Lutherans, and 

Muslims, and Hindus and say “Isn’t that nice, they may not have Christ, but that’s ok.” Or “they 

have their faith and I have mine, and that’s ok.”   

Have we forgotten the words of Christ, who is God?  He referred to Himself as the Way, the 

Truth, and the Life.  Not a way, my truth, and a good life.  THE way, THE truth, THE life. Is our 

charity and love of our fellow man so lacking that we don’t desire truth, goodness and life for 

everyone? Right now we treat evangelization like we’re bring immigrants into a country, a slow 

filter until everyone is part of the Church.  This will never work.  We are meant to go out and 

convert the nations! We’ve stagnated.  

We cannot become satisfied, we cannot become insular. We cannot wait until we feel holy 

enough to go out because you will never feel holy enough. God will provide. Go out and share 

what you do have and you might find that, by God’s grace, you have more than you thought. But 

there are people aching and thirsting for God, but they don’t know what they’re missing.  God 

wants to be the Lord of their life and we are called to bring Him to them.  So, we must give them 

the chance.  Who are we to decide who gets God and who doesn’t?  These are our lost brothers 

and sisters; they need us to be a light to them. So, pray that our evangelistic zeal is set on fire and 

the charity in our hearts burns for the love of others, so that we may work with God to bring all 

to the kingdom of heaven.  


